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‘Help Them Forget 
\ By George Klingle 


H, HELP them to.forget! - 
| Mark you, their eyes are set 
Toward far-off space ; 
For spirit hath passed on to higher grace, 
‘And they would see 
Through vistas of infinity, 
Their own to find. Help them forget. 
Give them some thought to think: hush their regret, 
Just for the moment, through the touch you give. 
Help them to love again ; to.live. 
Help them drift off from visions of the past. 
In little ways before them cast 
New thoughts; cteal moments of their day. 
Love’s tribut® is so great they stoop, and pay, 
But help them to arise, for even you, 
Through human touch, grief’s anguish may subdue. 
Sumit, N, - 








Condemnation, or Love ? 

Eyery impulse to condemn a fellow-being may 
be accepted as a call to love. And, judging from the 
critical spirit of most of us, what a steady stream of 
love this would call forth ! How it would change.the 
whole color of the world, to others and to ourselves. ! 
Yet it is our simple duty and privilege in Christ. 
When the housewifé finds that the servant has made 
a botch of her work, instead of a quick, sharp word 
of reproof, suppose she let this be the occasion of an 
exceptional expression of ‘her love. The fault may 
have to be pointed out, then or Jater ; but in what a 
different spirit it will. now be done! The business 
man in his office finds that this or that associate has 
blundered ; instead of ‘giving any right of way to the 
impulse to condemn, even in thought, he gladly rec- 
ognizes this as a call to an especial showing forth of 
his love : and the office grows fairly rosy with the 
love light. -Why not? Would work ‘be’ better déne, 
or worse, in such an atmosphere? Of. course, we 


living. just this glowing, 


“you -out."’ 


to. The Devil is 
t Christ himself is 
irrepressible sort of love-life, 
which shines only the more brightly as the need of 
the love-remedy grows greater. When he is our life, 
and’ it is only he that lives within us, he will hear 
those difficult calls to love, and eagerly will he meet 
them. Let us give our: fellow-workers a love-radiant 


rprise ! 
su se - 


Disaster, or Liberty? 
Sin must be stopped, or it will wie out to a 

tragic end. Not only of sin in general is this true, 
but ‘also of the specific sins of our life. If any known 
sin is allowed a habitual place, we are peagiay Soar 
worse result from that sin than any we have yet 
As John R:’ Mott has said, ‘The og pet temp- 
tation means sure disaster sometime.’’ But no temp- 
tation néed be unconquered. We may be its habitual 
conqueror ; better than that, we iay be more than 
conquerors through Him that loved us. Christ offers 
us freedom from even the appeal of the temptation 
that has been our worst foe. 


Resisting. New Riches 


Every time-a-fresh intimation of God's wilt comes 
to_us, it means that: he would give us some new bless- 
ing. ‘How often we-think of it in just the other way, 
as only adding to us:#new burden }- And‘how it must 
grieve God for'us:so utterly to misundérstand his‘ love ! 
There conies into'a uran’s‘,mind a realization that he 
has not been doing just what he ought to do in a cer- 
tain line. He had not been consciously doing wrong 
in the matter ; he simply never thought of it in just 
this light before. ‘But now he sees the whole thing 
in a different way ; and plainly he ought to do differ- 
ently.’ And' he finds himself wishing that he had 
not thought about the thing at all : then he would have 
beén under no obligation to take the higher ground. 
Yes ; and he would also have missed the new bless- 
ing that God is now offering him by showing him a 
better way. To fail to do God's will through igno- 


cannot do this by mere ot 
came do si by marly desk 
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conté.et Belle will may indeed relieve us of the 
heavier condemnation that comes through the wilful 
rejection of light, but it also relieves us of the bless- 
ing of the fuller knowledge and doing of God's will. 
Oh, how fearful we are of the love of our Heavenly 
Father, —that love which in its yearning and tender- 
ness and richness is beyond any human love we have 
ever known. When God shows us a better way, 
though it may seem a harder way, it is, always for 
the purpose of conferring upon us some new love-gift 
without which our lives would be poorer. May we 
not be afraid of knowing what God’s willis, but only 
concerned that we shall not miss the richness of his 
entire will. 
Pad 


The Mightiest Witnessing... 

To let God have his full way with us, at a time 
when not one person in a thousand would do s0, is to 
witness mightily for Christ. Only Christ in us can 
do this ; and when others see in us a Life. so com- 
pletely beyond anything that: they haye, they will 
want it for themselves. Opportunities for such wit- 
nessing come to us very, very often ; and they are 
used very, very seldom ; and thus Christ i is given little 
opportunity through us to win others-to-himself. 
When some one treats us with gross. unfairness, say- 
ing or doing that which cuts and stings ; or when 
the subtler but more irritating slur or sarcasm is 
passed upon us, or our opinion is lightly brushed 
aside as of no value : then is our opportunity.  Self- 
death, and warm, irrepressible love toward the 
offender, is the witnessing that Christ is eager to 
achieve : shall we let him? Thus. opportunities of 
widely varying sorts come plentifully into our life 
hour by hour ; and in them God simply asks that we 
let him have his full way with us, . Whenever we do 
so, a mighty and ‘irresistible sermon is, preached. 
That day when the three Hebrews went into the fiery 
furnace, thus letting God have his full way with them, 
a sermon was preached that has not ceased to this 
day. When we go quietly and unresistingly into our 
fiery furnaces, the result will be the same. Here is a 
chance for personal evangelism indeed. Are we 
letting Christ do his own witnessing through us ? 


Defeating the Unfailing Detective 


HERE is a time-honored proverb, to which many 
pin their faith, which says, ‘* Murder will out.’’ 
This is interpreted to mean that every serious 

offense which we commit against :God or society will 
sooner or later be known publicly. In the summer of 
1910, scores of newspaper correspondents waited in a 


small town ‘in Quebec for the arrival of an ocean liner 


on which there was a man and:woman who were sup- 
posed to have committed a serious crime in England. 
Many of the great dailies gave pages of space to all 
sorts of real and imagined descriptions of the suspected 
couple, and a very widespread interest, to judge by 
the newspaper space given to the affair, existed 
throughout the whole country. . The reason for all the 
excitement was not to be found in the character of the 
crime committed. There are many every week just 
as sordid and ugly. Neither was the interest because 
of the prominence of the supposed murderer. But 


the imagination of people was seized by the way in 
-which wireless telegraphy was. making more sure and 


inexorable the working out of. the law supposedly 
suggested i in'the:words, ‘‘ Be sure your sin will find 
People:believed they saw one more illus- 
tration’ of “the ‘operation of the law by which a great 
sinner cannot escape discovery. 

But’ there is no such law.” There is no certainty 
that our sins of any character will ever be known by 
our fellow-men. Serious offenses which are never 


discovered and for which the criminal punished, are 
every year committed. How many such serious secret 
breaches of the moral law there are that never come 
to the light we can only guess, We cannot be sure 
that our sins will ever be found out by our fellows, for 
in many cases they will not be. 

But what is awfully and eternally true is that our 
unrepented sin will find ws. And that is the terrible 
thing about such sin. It wil! never leave our track 
until it has run us down, No escaped murderer with 
bloodstain on his clothes is ever more inevitably 
tracked by sure scented bloodhounds than is the 
sinner by his unrepented sin. No ingenuity will en- 
able him to hide from it. Macbeth is the great type 
of all who cringe in terror before the sin that is not 
known to their fellows. We may go about and enjoy 
for years a good reputation, but as surely as God lives 
our sin, if it is allowed to stand, no matter what it 
may be or how we. may excuse ourselves for having 
committed it, will find us, Sin is the unfailing 
detective. Unrepented, it never fails to find the one 


-who commits it. 


‘We would all probably admit the truth of this in 
the case of the one who has done something very seri- 
ous. We know that fear and remorse often so gnaw 
at the heart of the murderer that in sheer soul weari- 
ness he gives himself up to justice and confesses his 
act. Remorse or fear will find him. But what we in 





his most intimate acquaintance. It wi 
in Site 6: indo one tie a on sin he 
sisted € come w will not be a 

‘tell the difference between truth and falsehood, 

sin has found him. = . 

The sin of doing shoddy work will find its doer. 
The boy who steals his way through an examination 
may graduate well. toward the top of his class and 
receive many attentions from admiring relatives and 
friends. His meanness may have escaped detection. 
But how surely it will detect him! The fine edge of 
his sense of honor will be gone, one of the great losses 
that can come to a soul ; and he will fipally cease to 
have any pleasure in his work. Hissin has tracked him. 

The sin of selfishness will most run down its victim 
to soul-death. In an Eastern school there was a boy, 
the only child of wealthy parents, who as a young lad 
told a classmate that he was glad he had no brothers 
or sisters, because if he had he would have to share 
with them. In time this boy went to preparatory 
school and to college, where he apparently gave full 
rein to his selfish tastes. After a college course in 
which he never seemed to want to help any one else, 
he graduated with high honors. To-day he has 
comparative wealth and the luxury that it will buy, 
but the sin whith began with him in school has 
found him in a life that has lost its capacity to be a 
friend. ‘He spends his time in loneliness. His 
Nemesis has overtaken him. 

In one of our great cities, during a general move- 
ment’ to: ‘secure a building for the Young Men's 
Christian Association, an earnest business man ap- 
proached an associate to ask him for a subscription. 
When the request ‘was made the man who was being 
interviewed replied : ‘‘ Yes, I believe thoroughly in 
your enterprise, and I have more money than | know 
what ‘to do with; but I won't give it away. I just 


giveness may really be saved from his sin, 

And not..only that, but even sin-scars themselves 
are not inevitable or necessary. When the sinner, 
through repentance and forgiveness, returns to nor- 
mal, healthy relations with God in Christ, such an 
infinitely effective 

work as completely to reconstruct him at the point of 
weakness, Indeed, as John R. Mott frequently says to 
student audiences, it is possible for the broken life to 
become strongest where once it was weakest. Christ 
can save from the results of our past, as well as save 
in the present. We do not have offered to us a power 
that is limited at the very point where we need it. so 
much. As President Mackenzie says in ‘‘ The Final 
Faith,’’ ‘‘the man of faith is inspired to hold that the 
mighty wisdom and the grace of God will gradually 
work out of his own life, and from the lives of those 
whom he has wronged, the last trace of his hideous 
past. The horrid and unchristian doctrine that we 
must carry the scars of our sins forever upon our. per- 
sons and in our memories. . , is to be rejected as an 
insult to God and an injury to many a perturbed con- 
science,’ .ise-nn. ta . 

.When Jesus said:he had power on earth to forgive 
sins, he did not offer anything less than complete for- 
giveness and restoration. if our sins are not inter- 
fered. with, as the physicians say, they will-surely find 
us: . But if we let.Christ find us and master us and 
fill us, he can and will save.us to completeness of life 
in him. His hand will come forever between us and 
the now defeated detective that would ruin our lives. 





What Is Sunday Reading ? 


Shall we make a distinction between our Sunday 
and week-day reading? A Pennsylvania mother asks 
the question. 

For some time the question of Sunday reading has been 
perplexing me, Some people seem to make very little dis- 
tinction between their Sunday and their week-day reading. 
As I have two little boys, I want to get them started aright. 
The older one is interested in Bible stories, and it does not 
seem right to me to have fairy stories, or stories of a decidedly 
secular character read to him on the Sabbath. 

As the children grow older and read for themselves, it will 
be still harder to know how to direct them. Then will come 
the question, Is it right to read novels, such as Dickens’ or 
the many secular boys’ books, on God's day? 

The more completely Christ fills one’s life, the 
more eagerly will one use opportunities for fellowship 
with God in Christ. And the Lord's Day will be one 
of the most welcomed of such opportunities. The 
reading that is done on that day will, of glad choice, 
contribute directly to one’s communion with or knowl- 
edge of God. The distinction between the secular 
and the religious will be observed on that day to the 
limit of one’s privilege. Children can share this 
privilege with their parents; we shall be robbing 
them of their birthright if we do not help them to do 
so. Not ‘'goody goody'’ reading, but reading with 
a distinct uplift, a message, a leading one into the 
heart of God, as distinct from reading for mere enter- 
tainment or secular information, would seem to be a 
standard for children of all ages on the day of the 
week which is God's special gift to this world. 
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Is Prayer Really Needed ? 

When God in his Word tells us that we are to 
ask him for what we need, and ask him to do for 
others what they need, why does he say this? Does 
he mean that, with the world as he has made it, our 
prayers are really needed for the outworking of bis 
purposes, or not? The Sunday School Times has 
expressed its positive convictions in this matter, assert- 
ing its belief that prayer is not merely desirable, but 
necessary, and necessary not chiefly for self-develop- 
ment, but for what may be called, in our limited 
human speech, the fuller releasing of God’s energies 
and action into other lives, 


A good friend in Tennessee writes to express some - 


modifications that he would make upon the expression 


of belief in prayer that was thus editorially made. With 
regard to. our intercessory prayer, or prayer for others 
whom we would have God bless, he says that prayer is 
a putting of ourselves into a different and additional relation 
to them and ¢heredy also putting them into a different and ad- 
ditional relation to us, this inter-relation partaking, more ‘or 
less, —in accordance, perhaps, with the earnestness of thé prayer- 
desire,—of the nature of the relation between Christ and us by 
the yearning or going out of our spiritual nature for those for 
whom. we pray. 

. Commenting on. the editorial assertion that, ‘‘as 
God has asked it, our prayer is weeded, and will be 
used of him for: the. doing of what he could not do 
without it,’’ it.is.suggested that it would be better to 
say that God could not do what is prayed for 

so quickly or readily or perhaps so well without it as he can 
by waiag us with our fellows when we are willing and submit 
our wills to his will, as by his Spirit he shows us his will. But 
at the same time we should not limit God's omnipotence with 
the idea that he has any adsolute need of anything or any one, 
and we should regard anything we may do as not profitable to 
him, but merely as honor conferred upon us by wing us to 
be of this small service in the plan of salvation. 

It may be that God has no absolute need of any of 
his children, or he may have such need: only the 
mind of God can answer that question. But he has 
made it very plain that, for the good of his children, 
he will not do certain things unless they meet certain 
conditions that he has established : and one of these 
conditions seemis to be prayer. 

We may not limit God, but he may, if he wills it, 
limit himself. And he seems to have placed limita- 
tions upon his own omnipotence when he asks ‘us to 
pray for his meeting of the needs of ourselves and 
others. The truth seems to be, not that Ged cannot 
do all that he would without our prayers, but that. he 
will not do all that he would like to do unless we 
pray. We may be sure that this provision:and order- 


ing of God's is a loving one, while we may atthe . 


same time admit frankly that we do not understand 
it. The one thing that seems wholly unworthy'and 
out of keeping with his love for us is that he should 
lay prayer upon us as one of the great obligations and 
privileges of our life, while at the same time he jis in- 
tending to do everything he asks us to pray, for, 
whether we pray for it or not. No earthly father 
would habitually treat a child in that way, nor could 
he long retain the confidence of the child if he did. 
The only reasonable inference from God's promises 
to answer prayer is that our failure to pray means 


rebuilding process will be set at-- 





decide for ourselves much of 
for others. In this condescension to us Ae has limited 


part : he allows us to 
what he shall or sh 


his omnipotence, not we; and because of what he 
has lovingly seen best to order, we may truthfully say 
that God, in order to do what he wants to do, has 
need of our prayers. He wants to save the world 
more than we do; yet Christ said, ‘‘ Pray ye there- 
fore the Lord of the harvest, that he send forth labor- 
ers into his harvest."" Was that duty laid upon us 
simply because we need the exercise of prayer, 
need to be deceived into thinking that we're help- 
ing when we're not helping at all? Or was it laid 
upon us because, in God's plan, the laborers that are 
needed will not be sent forth unless we pray for them? 
If we had to think that our prayers were only a disciplin- 
ary form of spiritual self-exercise, and that the things 
asked for were going to be granted anyway, would not 
a very heart-motive of intercessory prayer be gone ? 
Thus our prayer for others goes infinitely deeper 
than getting us into ‘‘a different and additional relation 
to them.’’ It means that God himself will work for 
them, not merely through us, but directly and through 
others, as he would not work if we or some one did not 
pray. When we are praying, for example, for a mission- 
ary friend on the opposite side of the world, if the only 
result of our prayer is to put us into a different relation 
to him what a helpful prayer it would be! It would 
have to be as slow as the mails or the cable, at the 
best, in reaching him through our new relation to him. 
But it is infinitely better than that. Such a prayer 
means that God himself is working directly for that 


missionary friend ten thousand miles away, as we . 


pray, and in ways that would not have occurred had 
we not prayed. Our prayer has released the energies 
of God, directly or through others,—not necessarily 
through us at all,—out into the life-prayed for. - 

In view of the free will that God has granted to us, 
there is a sense in which he has limited his will to 
our will; and he will not violate or force our will 
against our will. It is literally and absolutely true 
that God cannot do all that he would do in relation 
to us while we in any way resist or oppose his love. 
For what he would do for us is to restore the relation 
of love between himself and ourselves that was broken 
in Eden, and is broken afresh by every sin. He asks 
us to trust him sufficiently to ask -him for all that we 
need, If we will not thus trust him, he cannot fulfil 
for us all his purposes of love, which include the com- 
plete restoration of our loving trust in him. And so 
our failure to pray,—prayer being an expression of our 
loving trust,—defeats God’s desires. 

It is indeed true that the privilege of prayer is an 
utterly undeserved honor conferred upon us, and that 
the best service that any one can render is only that 
of an unprofitable servant, Yet it is also true that 
God, while he could if he would dispense with us all, 
has nevertheless in his infinite and wonderful love 
called us to be co-workers with himself, and thereby 
voluntarily conditioned some of his most blessed and 
miraculous work upon our share init. The obliga- 
tion of prayer is so overwhelming that only in Christ 
dare we really face it at all. 


<9 


From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 


UR Heavenly Father, give us the understanding heart. 
Tear away the veil that blinds us. Breathe upon 
us. We are only half-conscious of our life as thy 

children. Our dungeon of flesh begets within us. needless 
pangs, and fetters us with an unfit impotence. Take away our 


-terror of the dark, our dread of the unknown, our torment of 


false dreams ; and animate us with the joy of exploration as 
we move out and on, hand in hand with our Father.... 

Keep us from thinking that we know itall ; that the only good 
-worth doing or worth knowing is that which bears our stamp. 
Make us pppenentor jof people who differ from us, and of 
values which others have discovered. Make us glad when 


‘other people do things, even if in doing them they jostle us. 


Keep us from making our convenience and comfort a standard 

-to judge others by, and grant us a generous satisfaction in good 
deeds we did not plan or assist in. Keep us from maneuver- 
ing for selfish advantage. So lend the halo of thy presence to 
our most tragic hours that we shall pass out from their shadows 
‘possessed and dominated by thy matchless charm and power 
to win and help our comrades. Make use of us,O God! Im- 
vb to us abundant grace, so that when our words fail our very 
-lives shall speak, and our common behavivr prove a help.to 
the wayward and the sad. 
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Lights! and Shadows: of a Soldier's’ Life 








By Robert J) Burdette, D.D. 


I, THE. LURE OF THE DRUM,.. 


WAS old that 3oth of July. I was 
| mt ap re ma cherry-tree, and ata win- 

deat ache ha sonenaines meena: She sang 
rm i era sa fn a apm 
si ing, swaying 
sewing-chair weaving all these waeapeee, together 
in a revérie-pattern that is half real, vision, She 
was singing sweet old songs that I had heard her sing 
ever since I was a baby,—songs of love, and home, 
and peace ; a song of the robin, and the carrier dove, 
and one little French song of which I was very fond, 
‘* Jeannette and Jeannot.’’ It was a.French girl 
singing to her lover who had been conscripted, and 
was bidding her good-by.as he went away to join bis. 
regiment. The last stanza lingers in my memory; 


** Oh, eles king of France, or, still better, Pope of 
Phi ot oh x da barns tego, tc tie 


hom 

All the world! should be at peace, and if kings would 
show their might, 

I'd have them that make the qneerele he: the only, ones 
to fight.”"" 


Sixty years ago I first heard. my niother sing that 
simple littlé song, and I have ‘never, in all the coun 
cils of the Wise and the Great, heard a better solution 
of the problem of peace and war. . Pat.a corporal on 
the throne, send the soldiers to Parliament and Con- 
gress, and the legislators and kings to war; and bat- 
tles would automatically cease throughout all the 
world, It seems to me it has been a long time: since 
a king was hurt in a fight. Nobody wears so many 
brilliant uniforms and such a medley of decorations 
asa monarch. And nobody keeps farther away from 
the firing line. 

When the First Gen’ Sounded 

It was such a quiet, dreamy, pineadl July, ee 
noon. There was the sound of a gentle wind in the 
top of the cherry-tree, softly carrying an zolian ac- 
companiment to my mother’s singing. Once a robin 
called. A bush of ‘old-fashioned roses '' perfumed 
the breath of the song. A cricket chirped im the grass. 

Boom! A siege-gun fired away off: down’ in 
Charleston, and a shell’ burst above’ Fort Sumter, 
wreathing an angry halo about the most beautifal’ flag 
the sunshine ever kissed. : From ocean to’ ocean the 
land quivered as with the shock of an earthquake. 
Far away, from the ramparts of Sumter, a bugle shrilled 
across the states as though it were the voice of the 
trumpet of the angel calling the sheeted dead to rise. 
And close at hand the flam, flam, filam of a drum 
broke into wild thrill of the long roll, —the fierce snarl 
of the dogs of war, awakened by that vignal shot from 
‘Beauregard’s batteries. © - 

I leaped to my feet, seized my cap, and ran to the 
window to wind: my arms around my mother's hapsve: 

«« Mother,’” I said, «* I'm going!'’> < 

‘Her beautiful face went white: She held me close 
to’ her heart a long; silent, praying time. Then she 
held me off and kissed -me—a kiss so tender that: ‘it 
rests upon my lips te-day—and said : 

‘« God bless my boy!’ ° 

And with my mother’s blessing I hurried down to 
the recruiting station, and soon I marched away with a 
column of men and boys, still keeping step to the drum, 

But in the long years when the drum and bugle 
made my only music, often I could hear the sob, sob 
that broke from her heart when she badé me good-by, 
‘mingling with the harsh flam, flam of the drum. that 
led me from her side. And at other times, when-the 
bugles sang high ‘and clear, sounding the charge 
above the roar‘and crash of musketry and batteries, 
even then, sometimes, I could hear her still softly 
singing, ‘‘ All the world should be at peace.’” When 
the storm of battle-passions lulled a little at times, 
there would come stealing into the drifting clouds of 
acrid powder-smoke sweet strains of the oid songs, 
the tender, old-fashioned melodiés about home, and 
love, and peace, and the robin, and the carrier-dove. 

I could ‘see the window where ‘she sat_and sewed 
and sang on my birthday. I knew the song, and -I 
could see how-gently she rocked, and could ‘hear how 
soft and low the voice fell at times.: . I knew that once 
in a while the sewing would fall from her hands, and 


Oe nny 5 te ee 


** It is afternoon now, and the light is mellow,” 
said Dr. Burdette one day, as he talked over some 
promised reminiscences for The Sunday School 
Times. And now the beginning of these intimate 
memories of men and events is here, in the mellow 
light of a life-time experience. War-time is a time 
of ‘sharp’ contrasts, and of disclosure of the real 
human heart. . What the boy Bob Burdette saw as 
a soldier is what no one but a soldier with a poet’s 
vision could have caught in the thick of those days 
of ‘* batthe-passion.’’ A letter from the author, with 
a fullet announcement of this series, will be found 
on page 507. 








i al ne gy while the song 
ceased: 4s it turned: into a prayer, And I knew for 
whom she was praying. 

‘Alt the-way from Peoria to Corinth, from Corinth 
to Vicksburg, up the Red River country, down to 
Mobile and Fort Blakely, and back to’ Tupelo and 
Selma, the voice and the song and the prayer followed 
me; and-at last led me back home. ° 

‘I learned then, though I did not know it nearly. so 
well: as I do-now, that there is na place on earth where 
a boy»can get so far away from his motlier that her 
song and her prayer and her love will not follow him. 
There is only one love that will follow him farther ; 
that) has sweeter patience to seek him ; that has surer 
wisdom. to find him ; that is mightier to save him and 
bring him back to home, and love, and peace, What 
a Love. that. is»which will endure longer ahd suffer 
more and do more than hers! What a Love! 

EF once heard-a man say,—he had riever been a 
soldier;—-‘ If a womah is ever given the ballot, like 
a man, she should be compelled to shoulder a musket 
and go to war, like the men.”’ 

Such a foolish, cowardly, brutal thing to say ! 
Sometimes the government has to conscript men to 
make them fight for theircountry. When has woman 
ever shrunk from going to war? ‘She risked: her 
life when the soldier was born.’’ She wound her 
arms around him through all the years of his helpless- 
ness. Night after night, when fell diseage fought for 
the little soldier’s tender life, she robbed her aching 
eyes of sleep, a faithful sentinel over his cradle. She 
nourished him on her own life, a fountain drawn from 
her mother-breasts, She stood guard over him, keep- 
ing:-all the house quiet when he would sleep. in the 
noisy day-time. She stood on the firing-line, battling 
with: the foes of uncleanness, contagion; sudden heat 
and -biting- cold, protecting her little soldier in the 
clean, sweet fortress of his home. She taught him 
his: first cooing words that some day he might have 
mighty voice and brave words of defiance to shout 
against his country’s foes. She taught him his first 
step—such a wavering, uncertain little step—that some 
day he could keep step to the drum-beat and march 
with the men—a free, swinging stride—as they fol- 
lowed the flag. She trained him up to bea manly 
man, to liate a lie and despise a mean action, to be 
noble and chivalrous, She builded a strong man out 
of her woman’ s soul. 


The Woman's Harvest 

And then one day, when the. bugles shrilled and 
the drum beat, she kissed him and: sent him forth at 
the wheels of the guns—her beautiful boy—to be food 
for the fire-breathing maw of the black-lipped cannon! 
Her boy! Heart of her heart! Life of her life! 
Love of her soul ! 

‘ The exultant news flashes over the wires. ‘‘ Glorious 
victory,’’ shout the papers in crimson headlines, ‘ten 
thousand killed !’’ 

- And in the long list there is only one name she can 
read. It stands out black as a pall upon the white 
paper—characters of night against the morning sun- 
shine—the name she gave her first-born. 

And that is the end of it all. All the years of ten- 
der nursing ; of tireless care; of patient training ; of 
loving teaching ; of sweet companionship ; and of all 
the little walks and talks ; the tender confidences of 
mother and son ; the budding days ; the blossoming 
years—this is the harvest. This is war 








When was there a since boys were born 
that women did not go to war? Never a bayonet 
lunged into the breast of the soldier that had not 
already cooled its hot wrath in the heart of a mother. 
While the soldier has fought through one battle, the 
mother has wandered over a score of slaughter fields, 
looking for his mangled body. He sings and plays, 
the rough games of out-of-door men, in camp for a 
month, and then goes out to fight one skirmish. But 
every day and night of the thirty the mother has 
waked through a hundred alarums that never were. 
She has watched on the lonely picket post. She has 
paced the sentry beat before his tent. She has prayed 
beside him while he slept. The throbs of her heart 
have been the beads of her 

What does a soldier know about war? 

I went into the army a light-hearted boy, with a 
face as smooth as a girl's and hair as brown as my 
beautiful. mother’s. , I fought through more than a 
score of battles and romped through more than a 
hundred frolics, . I had the rollicking time of my life 
and came home stronger than an athlete, with. robust 
health builded to last the rest of my life. And my 
mother, her brown hair silvered with the days of. my 
soldiering, held me in her arms and counted the years 
of her longing and watching with kisses. When she 
lifted her dear face, I saw the story of my marches 
and battles written there in lines of anguish, If a 
mother should write her. story of the war, she would 
pluck a white hair from her temple, and dip'the living 
stylus into the chalice of her tears, to write the diary 
of the days upon her heart. 

What does a soldier know about war ? 


** Five Feet Three” 

When I went into the recruiting office, two lieuten- 
ants of the 47th Hlinois Regiment, Samuel A. L. 
Law of «‘C’’ Company and Frank Biser of ‘‘B,’’ 
looked at me without the slightest emotion of in- 
terest. When I told them what I wanted, they 
smiled,-and Lieutenant Biser shook his head. But 
Lieutenant Law spoke encouragingly, and pointed to 
the standard of military height, a pine stick standing 
out from the wall in rigid, uncompromising insistence, 
five feet three inches fxom the floor. As I walked 
toward it I could see it slide up, until it seemed to lift 
itself seven feet above my ambitious head. If I could 
have kept up the stretching strain I put on every 
longitudinal muscle in my body in that minute of fate, 
I would: have been as tall as Abraham Lincoln by the 
close of the war, As it was, when I stepped under 
that Rhadamanthine rod, I felt my scalp-lock, which 
was very likely standing on end with apprehension, 
brush lightly against it. The officers laughed, and 
one of them dictated to the sergeant-clerk : 

‘* Five feet three.’’ 

My heart beat calmly once more, and I shrank back 
to my normal five feet two and seven-eighths plus. 
That was nearly fifty years ago, and taking all the 
thought I could to add to my stature, I have only 
passed that tantalizing standard an inch and a half. 
1 received certain instructions concerning my report- 
ing at the office daily, and as I passed out I heard 
the sergeant say, ‘‘ That child will serve most of his 
time in the hospital.’’ And in three years’ service I 
never saw the inside of a hospital save on such occa- 
sions as I was detailed to nurse the grown men; I 
never lost one day off duty on account of sickness. 
There were times when I was so dead tired, and worn 
out, and faint with hunger, that my legs wobbled as I 
walked, and my eyes were so dry and hot with lack 
of sleep, I would have given a month's pay for floor- 
space in Andersonville prison. But whenever I turned 
my eyes longingly toward the roadside, passing a good 
place to ‘‘drop out,’’ I could hear that big sergeant’s 
pitying sneer, and I braced up and. offered to carry 
my file-leader’s knapsack for a mile or two. 

Sometimes, my boy, the best encouragement in the 
world is a little timely disparagement. As _a rule, I 
am very apt to pat aspiring youth onthe back, and 
‘*root and boost’’ with both lungs. But once in 
awhile a good savage kick on the shins, given with 
all the fierceness of true friendship, puts the spring in 
a man’s heels and the ginger in his punch to beat all 
the petting in the nursery. 

PasaDENA, CAL. 











iner, may at any time turn up a treasure. 
pectation inspires the one seeker and the 
other, yet the one more than the other. The gold- 
digger has only the hope of finding gold, the archeologist 
the hope of finding he knows not what. And with the 
archeologist, as with none other, it is the unexpected 
that happens. Professor Naville dug in the sands of 
Egypt for Raamses and found Pithom. Professor Petrie 
uncovered Tel el Yehudiyeh hoping to find the place of 
the refugee Jews, and found a later reproduction of the 
temple hill at Jerusalem, and far below it the great 
camp of the Hyksos kings when they entered the 
Delta for the conquest of Egypt. - 

This same fascination and mystery is the real 
attraction for all those who read of the résults of the 
archeologist. Here is in operation the same spring of 
action which moves little children ‘‘ to see the wheels 
go round,"'—the faculty of wonder, one of the great 
gifts of God to the soul. The child says ‘‘I wonder,"’ 
and that curiosity leads him to become a Newton ora 

araday or an Edison, an African explorer or an Arc- 
tic adventurer. In like manner the archeologist won- 
ders and digs, and the Bible student wonders and 
reads, and out of all this wonderment is growing up a 
science and a public intelligence which ‘bids fair to 
control both history and criticism.’ 


oe s of the archeologist, like the pick of the 
gol -m 


UT the control of the well-balanced mind of a 
Bible student is only half wonder ; the other 
half is caution. All sorts of people are afraid 

their theological or critical view may be disturbed if 
the archeologist finds things. Some of the best and 
most godly people in the world have looked with ap- 
prehension at people who were prying into the secrets 
of sacred history as though they were ‘‘looking into 
the ark.’’ A leader in one of the churches, when 
urged to assist one of the best and really most con- 
servative archeologists in America said, ‘Yes, and 
who knows what things he may find !’’ 

Nor is it only the pious and humble-minded, whom 
the very liberal people like to call ‘old fogies,"’ who 
are sometimes afraid of finding things, Some of these 
people themselves seem sometimes to care very little 
about ‘the finds of the archeologist.’” Caution must 
not make cowards of us all, God's truth, whether in 
his Word or in his works or in the record of his provi- 
dence buried for three thousand years and dug up by 
the spade of the archeologist, stands secure. We ‘‘can 
do nothing against the truth, but forthe truth.’’ Then 
alongside of this one Gibraltar of faith, the security of 
truth, stands another, the compatibility of facts. 

No fact will ever be found by the spade that will 
annul any other fact inthe Word. Facts do not shove 
each other off the universe. There is room for all, 
though we may not be able to see just where ; we are 
not, indeed, under any obligation to see the compati- 
bility, but only to be sure that they are facts. So no 
facts in the Bible are going to be disturbed by any 
other facts in the world of history. 


HE concern of real importance to us is the ser- 
vice which archeological research can render in 
Bible study, the value of the spade. The use- 

fulness of the results of archeological research takes 
its rise from the value of fragments. The spade sup- 
plies fragments, nothing more : broken columns, shat- 
tered vases, crumbling tablets, headless and limbless 
torsos, defaced temples, burned palaces, splintered 
tombstones, torn papyri, ruined libraries, —fragments, 
all, of civilization,—scraps, mere scraps, of Bible his- 
tory gleaned from the fields where millenniums ago 
the sickle of Father Time reaped. 

But Bible history is contained in the Bivle itself. 
‘What need have we of these scraps? The same 
need that a case in court has ot material evidence. 
A truthful witness may testify to the doings of men 
and the former existence of valued objects, but it 
will help his testimony mach if footprints can be 
discovered and fragments produced. It may not help 
the witness and his friends who know his testimony is 
true, but it will help to convince the jury. In Bible his- 
tory we have the truthful witness testifying concerning 
the doings of men of old and of civilizations that left 
their products, The spade uncovers the footprints and 
turns up the fragments, and these things help. Theydo 
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What Is the Spade Worth?) 
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not help the truth, but they help the jury. The Bible 
istory records the emigration of Abram, but it is a 
help to learn, as the archeologist teaches us, that there 
was a migration movement westward from Babylonia 
in that age: that is to say, God’s providence so work- 
ing then, as it always does with God’s message to 
man, that where there is a call there is a way and an 
opportunity, The Bible tells of the labors of the 
Hebrew slaves at Pithom. This has seldom been ques- 
tioned by the boldest unbelievers ; yet to stand as one 
may do to-day, as I have done but recently, in the 
ruins of this old city and lock upon the walls of the 
store-chambers, still almost intact, is of great value. 
The itinerary of the exodus is one. of the most. in- 
teresting records of travel anywhere in the world. 
While very brief, it is yet full of detail and life- 
touches. What more do we need? Well; perliaps 
not'‘much, ‘But when one takes the caravan route to 
Sinai, and; with his Bible’ in-hand—for no other 
guide-book is needed—finds every stopping-place at 
exactly the right distance, and the characteristic 
touches yet'discernible on the fate of the topography, 
experiences the same weariness as: Israel in the Wil- 
derness of Sin and wishes, like them, that he had 
stayed in Egypt, suffers the same thirst as he crosses 
the arid regions between Sin and Rephidim, and thus 
goes step by step over the route, with almost as much 
satisfaction as one follows the railway stations upon a 
time-table, it helps him a great deal even though it 
does not help the Bible. 


E. have indeed Bible history in the Bible. It is 
worth while also to find it in the field. Sufficient 
fragments. in the right place will show where a 

house has been. burned, where a murder has been com- 
mitted, where a battle has been fought, where an earth- 
quake has destroyed a city, where a great library has 
once existed, where gods have been worshiped, and 
where God has spoken to man, The fragments of the 
history, when enough of them have been found and 
rightly distributed, will accord with the narrative of 
revelation as certainly as every ruined fragment of the 
foundation of a palace will fit exactly to the architect's 
plans. 

So the value of the spade begins with the value 
of fragments, but it does not end there. It has 
also the value of facts. The spade of the arche- 
ologist produces only facts—fragments and marks left 
by the history of the world as it passed along. More- 
over, the archeologist is the only Bible student who 
is bringing to our notice any new facts bearing on 
the interpretation of the Word. The ancients 
‘*thought all our thoughts.’’ The early fathers of 
the church seem very quaint with their ideas, and 
very prosy in their presentation of them, but they 
understood the Scriptures as far as intellect and spirit- 
ual insight can penetrate ; and every item of new fact 
which exegetes and commentators and homiletists 
have been bringing to bear in latter times upon the 
meaning of the Word is furnished by the spade of the 
archeologists. A better understanding of the lan- 
guages of the Bible does add to the meaning of many 
difficult passages, but it is the spade of the archeolo- 
gist that furnishes the material for the new informa- 
tion on the Bible languages. So the travelers and 
the naturalists, the Stanleys and the van Dykes, and 
the Clermont-Ganneaus, are making the Bible story 
very vivid for us, but it is the spade of the archeologist 
that. certifies the identity of customs and:the flora and 
fauna of Bible days with those of the present.time. 











at: what is the special value of archeological 
‘facts in Bible rete Facts discredit 

- |. theories about the Bible. Any true record of 
events always fits exactly into the material facts, The 
theory that will not fit into all the facts dug up must 
give way. There was once a that the Hebrew 
people in the days of Moses and Exodus were so 
ignorant that no Bible could be produced then. It 
was said the Hebrews could not read and write, and 
that if God spoke to them they could not do the liter- 
ary part of producing.a Bible of such a nature and 
with such laws. But Dr. Murch found the Tel el 
Amarna tablets, and DeM found the code of 
Hammurabi, and that theory did not fit the facts at all. 

Some people are very anxious to have everybody 
forget that anybody ever believed such a theory. 
What an interesting picture used to be drawn of 
Abraham leaving all the comforts of civilization, and 
going into a barbarous land, somewhat like the Pil- 
grim Fathers leaving England and Holland and land- 
ing on the bleak shore of New England! But 
archeologists read the accounts of Egypt in campaigns 
in Palestine with the lists of booty they brought back, 
—gilded chariots, jeweled swords, rich garments, 
elegantly carved and gilded chairs, together with such 
evidences of luxuries and refinements that can be 
found duplicated in all the museums of Oriental 
things to-day, and Macalister uncovered Gezer, and 
Sellin uncovered Taanach, and found great engineer- 
ing feats evidenced on the walls and fortifications and 
water works, evidences of elegance and skill and rich- 
ness in pottery, and a sufficient number of tablets to 
indicate correspondence, and a diffusion of a knowl- 


edge of writing probably even among the peasants of ° 


the field. And now it is seen that the theory of 
Abraham going to.a wild and uncivilized. people. and 
land -will not fit the. facts at alk. Instead, it ig:deen 
that God’s providence was ‘at work in harmony with 
his gracious call. God then, as always, called his serv- 
ant to a great opportunity and not to a disadvantage. 


aerate facts—do uniformly accredit the 
Word of God wherever they touch it. Not a 
single statement of fact in the whole Word of God 
has been finally overthrown in archeological research 
in the whole century of its progress. . That there are 
in the Bible a few mistakes of copyists, especially in 
figures,—typographical errors, as we would say in 
these days,—is perhaps true ; but they are perfectly 
apparent, and do no more discredit the facts of the 
Bible than misplaced figures in a school-book on 
geometry discredit Euclid. It is sometimes—not in- 
frequently, indeed—announced that something has 
been discovered. which discredits this or that-state- 
ment of fact.in the Bible ;.and the daily press, always 
‘‘hungry for news,’ gives this announcement the 
Seven League Boots, and sénds it in a hurry over the 
whole: world.» But it has always been found that 
when all the evidence was collected and: analyzed, 
that which was at first thought to discredit the Word 
is not at all out of harmony with it, and sometimes 
actually corroborates it at the very point where it was 
thought to discredit it. This is especially true of the 
Israel tablet found by Professor Petrie in Egypt. It 
was at first said by some that the inscription’ plainly 
stated that Israel’s crops were destroyed, which must 
mean that Israel was already in Palestine, and there- 
fore could not have helped Rameses II to build 
Pithom. — But it. was very soon pointed out that the 
word ‘‘seed,’’ translated ‘‘crops,’’ also means ‘‘chil- 
dren,’’ in Egyptian, as in so many other languages ; 
and that this declaration that Israel’s ‘‘seed’’ was 
destroyed is not only not out of harmony with the 
Scriptural account, but may even be a remembrance 
of the attempt of the Pharaohs to destroy the boy 
babies and make Israel characteristically a nation of 
women. But old truth is no news. So the daily 
press of the world: has been very slow to give these 
later facts the Seven League Boots, and the world has 
hardly yet learned them. Some questions of facts are 
not yet settled by the spade, —the facts about Daniel, 
for example ; but no archeologist would say that the 
Daniel question is settled, whatever some critics may 
assert. Let.us wait until the evidence is all in, and 
be not alarmed in the meantime. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
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‘ EHEMIAH tells us that among those who re- 
were ‘the 
i When the sec- 
‘ond temple was finished, the musicians played an 
important part in the services, The hymns which 
they used had probably been compiled in several 
small collections before and during the exile. These 
hymn-books were associated with the names of those 
who had helped to foster temple-singing during the 
period of the monarchy, and chiefly with that of 
David. To those sacred songs which came down 
from the older time were added the compositions of 
the. exile, such as Psalm 137, and others, such as 
Psalm 85, specially written for the new situation. 
Many of the old psi were also brought up to date 
by the addition of new verses, as in m 19. 

The great Messianic hopes which gathered round 
the Return were not fulfilled ; and yet they lived on, 
through fifteen generations of sweeping change, until 
a few of the devout were able to recognize the Amen 
in Jesus ; and the secret of that unquenchable vitality 


of true religious expectancy was in the hymn-book of © 


the second temple, 

Who Wrote the Psalms ?—A glance at the titles 
will show that the answer to this question is manifold. 
According to these traditional headings, seventy-three 
are ascribed to David, twelve to Asaph, eleven to the 
sons of Korah, two to Solomon, one each to Moses, 
Heman, Ethan, and ‘‘the afflicted one,’ while forty- 
eight are anonymous. That the significance of the 
titles is not always what appears at first sight is shown 
by such a fact as that 108, which is called «‘A 
Psalm of David,"’ is found to be composed of portions 
of Psalms 57 and 60. Again, from the fact that cer- 
tain psalms are attributed to the sons of Korah, it 
appears that the title dees not always indicate author- 


coghip ; it oie? Impossible, for “example, to imagine a 


number of persons collaborating to produce Psalm 42. 
Speaking generally, it may be said that where proper 
names occur in the titles, the reference is to earlier 

_collections of just as in making a modern 
hymn-book an editor might affix the name of Sankey 
to a hymn, even though he were not the author, to 
indicate that the hymn was taken from Sankey’ s hymn- 
book, 

A variety of considerations point to the conclusion 
that there were three main stages in the post-exilic 
compilation of the Psalter, the first including Psalms 
1 to 41; the second, Psalms 42 to 89 ; and the third, 
Psalms go to 1§0. 


Beginnings of Israelitish Psalmody ° 

While the prevailing atmosphere of these hymns 
-and prayers is clearly that of Judaism after the Return, 
there are many considerations which make it practi- 
cally certain that we have in the Psalter elements 
which date from the time of the monarchy. From 
Psalm 137, for example, we learn that the songs of 
Zion were famous in Babylon before the time of the 
exile. It is interesting to compare with this the state- 
ment found on an inscription to the effect that Assh- 
urbanipal took from Hezekiah both male and female 
musicians, whom we may suppose to have been em- 
ployed to sing psalms in the pre-exilic temple. 

What Does the Psalter Owe to David ?—Tradition 
points steadily to David as the founder of psalmody 
in Israel. There can be no question as to his musical 
importance. His tunes were in vogue in the time of 
Amos. His skill as a poet is shown by the beautiful 
lament in 2 Samuel 1, and, in spite of all that has 
been said to the contrary, it does not seem to be 
proved that David could not have written Psalm 18. 
Others ascribed to him by the more conservative of 
modern critics are: 3, 4, 7, 8, 15, 23, 24, 32, 101, 
and 110. : 

There is some ground for regarding David as a 
compiler as well as a composer. There were four 
main types of poetry in Israel before his time,— 
hymns celebrating God and early heroes (as in Judges 
5), songs preserving the memory of great national events 
(Num. 21 : 27-30), folk-songs (Num. 21 : 17/7), and 
probably meditations in the spirit of Hannah's prayer. 
Traces of all these types are found in the Psalter, all 
finally coming under the heading of ‘* Praises,’’ 
which is the Hebrew title of the book. It has been 
suggested that David popularized Egyptian music in 


- $ervices. 


. 


The ‘Message and. Origin of the Psalms 


By the: Rev.. John R. Coates, B.A. 


and power. So much of this is disclosed in this 
present study that to all who read it the Psalms are 
likely to take on a new and more precious reality, 








Israel, and the suggestion gains new interest from the 
recent discovery of an Egyptian hymn, said to have 
been written long before the time of David and re- 
sembling Psalm 104, which in the Greek Version is 


‘ascribed to David. ‘It is thus possible that the Hebrew 


king imported Egyptian tunes and words, and adapted 
them to the worship of Jehovah. 
‘Many commentators, including Calvin, believe that 


‘Psalms 44, 74, 79 belong to the Maccabean age. 
‘This means that the Psalter contains the inspired 


poems of eight centuries of the life of God's chosen 
people, including, as it would seem, adapted versions 
of some of the choice hymns of the heathen. It is 
therefore not surprising that we should find in this 
book religious expression for every mood of the soul, 
in language easily appropriated by men of all times 


and all places. 


The Perfect Manual of Worship 
It has often been observed that some of the psalms 
are not suitable for. public congregational use, and 
this has been thought to argue against the view that 
the Psalter originated in connection with the temple 
i The objection disappears when it is realized 
that the Jews have always been in the habit of offer- 
ing private prayers in the temple or the synagogue 
from the time of Hannah to the present day. Our 


_Lord refers to this. practise in the parable of the 


Pharisee and the Publican. It is customary for de- 
vout modern Jews to say Psalms 118-134, 16, and 
75 privately in the synagogue before the sabbath 
evening service, and some go through the whole 
Psalter in this way during the course of each week. 
There is an opinion commonly held among Jews, 
based on a rabbinic saying, that the man who says 
the 145th Psalm three times a day is sure to go to 
heaven, 

Our Revised Version marks the five divisions of the 
last edition, completed in the second century B.C., 
each closing with a doxology. This number was 
chosen in order to bring the worshiper’s response into 
obvious relation with the revelation of God's law in 
the Pentateuch, reminding us that we are able to 
speak to God only in so far as he has first vouchsafed 
to speak to us. 

The Poetry of the Psalms. —Viewed simply as 

, the Psalms would stand high in the literature 
of the world. Strong with emotion and nervous with 
intuition, they achieve the most daring flights of im- 
agination. At one time the reader is swept along the 
mountain heights in a storm of hot passion; at an- 
other he is led gently along the shore of the eternal 
peace. Everywhere the atmosphere is mystic, and 
the world is felt to be full of God. The lover of 
nature and the artist can here revel in a wealth of 


- llustration,—from the young wild ox tossing his head 


in the joy of strength to the tender dove seeking soli- 
tude, from the armed warrior on the battlefield to the 
infant on its mother’s breast, from the prison to the 


: palace, from the blaze of noon to the shadows of 


evening. © Snowstorms, winds, torrents, and moun- 
tain-fires; huntsmen, shepherds, potters, plowmen, 


“sentinels, and wood-cutters; trees and grass; the 
-half-built house and the falling wall,—we see them 


all and become children under their charm. 

In these poems are contained the mirror of man, 
the fountain of God, and the bond of saints. 

The Mirror of Man.—Calvin says, ‘‘ No one will 
discover in himself a single feeling whereof the image 
is not reflected in this mirror."’ The reader of this 
book is indeed ‘like unto a man beholding his 
natural face in a mirror,’’ so that each is able to see 
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himself as God sees him. Here is a help for every 
stage of the spiritual life, and every situation, from 
the simple confidence of the child, through the doubts 
and fears, the struggles, falls, and exultations of the 
middle years, to the understanding confidence of the 
aged, The soul is seen to swing between two poles, -— 
the tendency to sin and the capacity for friendship 
with God, 
** Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, 
— done that which is evil in thy sight. 
now my transgressions ; 
And my sin is ever before me.’’ 


And yet: 
** Whom have I in heaven but thee ? 
And there is none upon earth that I desire besides thee.”’ 


** It is good for me to draw near unto God ; 
I have made the Lord Jehovah my refuge.’’ 


The reader of a Psalm like the fifty-first must be 
prepared for surgery, for the laying bare of that 
which makes ashamed ; and when a man has thus 
come to himself, he is ready for the Psalter’s supreme 
revelation of immortality in the friendship of God. 

The Fountain of God.—lf the truth of man ap- 
pears in the Psalms, it is because they are flooded 
with the light of God. The book is brimming over 
with the divine presence. With its help countless 
souls ‘‘ passing through the valley of Baca’’ have 
made it a well, Let the fool who hath said in his 
heart, there is no God, turn to these pages, and he 
will learn the secret of the stars.’ Ho, every one that 
thirsteth, come ye to these waters, and slake your in- 
finite yearning at the infinite fountain of truth and 
righteousness and love. No theological training is 
needed here. Every simple soul may discover in the 
Psalms that the Holy One of Israel is still the Living 
God, the Creator, the Lawgiver, the Redeemer, the 
Shepherd and Host, almighty, all-knowing, unsleep- 
ing, unbounded, fatherly. 

Their Messianic Note 

The Bond of Saints.—In the book of Psalms, as 
elsewhere in the Bible, the word ‘‘saint’’ denotes 
one who is separated from other men by the knowl- 
edge that God loves him. This, of course, involves 
responsibility as well as privilege in the worship of 
God and the service of man. Christian readers of 
the Psalms will fail to use them aright unless in the 
enjoyment of them they are conscious of being brought 
into living fellowship with all other saints of all times 
and places. The Psalms indeed stand second only 
to the Lord’s Prayer as a practical bond in the com- 
munion of saints. This is the true inwardness of 
what modern critics say about the congregational ««1’’ 
in the Psalter. The reason for it is not simply the 
truth stated by St. Basil, when he wrote, ‘‘A Psalm 
cements friendship : it unites those who are at vari- 
ance, it reconciles those who are at enmity : for who 
can regard as an enemy the man with whom he has 
joined in lifting up one voice to God?’’ It must be 
rememberéd that the whole Psalter is more or less 
Messianic, and it is a striking corroboration of this 
that the Christian church has produced more litera- 
ture on the Psalms than the Jewish. The Kingdom 
of God of which they sing has received a far deeper 
and more practical meaning in the teaching of Jesus 
than it ever had in Jewish circles. And more impor- 


. tant still, our Lord himself embodies all the ideals of 


the saint life of the true Israel, in relation both to 
God and to the world, and it is noteworthy that the 
later chapters of Isaiah have many an echo in the 
Psalms. Only in the light of what Christ is can 
the world-wide congregation of the faithful appropri- 
ate these truly prophetic hymns of the Kingdom. We 
are reminded that the Christian life means more than 
individual freedom ; it involves corporate responsi- 
bility ; and only when the disciples of Jesus are truly 
at one in the spirit of this book and of the Gospels, 
will the glorious consummation be reached, when 


** All nations whom thou hast made shall come and wor- 
ship before thee, O Lord ; 
And they shall glorify thy name. 
For thou art great, and doest wondrous things : 
Thou art God alone’’ 


Mipp.Lesex, Enc. 
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Bible Study and Tangible Results” 


By Clayton Sedgwick Cooper, *"S7z.s' Serre 





ae ge when so many exercises which are 
veethy of the Bessve are called Bible study 
it may'be b pful to consider some of the inevi- 
table accompaniments of a profitable study of the 
Bible. It is often necessary to remember that Bible 
study is not merely signing an enrolment card ; it is 
not attending a lecture in which the preacher or lec- 
turer contributes a sermoniette upon a Bible : 
it is not entering into a weekly discussion upon social, 
political, or even theological themes ; it is not reading 
excellent books on Bible subjects ; it is not a series of 
evangelistic meetings ; it is not attending Bible con- 
ferences or discussing plans in Bible institutes. Bible 
study may be stimulated by these methods. It should 
be closely associated with all of these exercises. But 
Bible study, if it is genuine and worth while, usually 
manifests itself in distinctive and definite evidences. 


Real Bible Study Leads to Service.—A few years 
ago a somewhat skeptical business man said to me: 
This idea of Bible study is too ‘vague. It is not 
ade enough forme. I want something that brings 
tangible results."’ Although I realized at the time 
that this man’s opinion was inadequate because he 
had not’ investigated the subject closely, I was still 
obliged to admit, to myself at least, that too often the 
study of the Bible lacks definite touch ‘with life. A 
Christian worker or Bible teacher must continually 
ask himself :' What is the definite result of ‘my Bible 
study class? ' Is it producing a change in the lives of 
the’ aaividual : ‘niémbets? -Is the community being 
benefited i in. any way ? 


Group ‘Study. for Service . gin 3 ; 

The college Christian Ratosledenen vare hecoming 
interested in this serviceable side of Bible studyi: The 
Bible group is becoming more and;mere.a means to 
an end, rather than-an end in itself. The following 
quotation from a leader of Bible work.in Princeton is 
illuminating : 


The ‘Extension work’ of the Bible groups may now be con- 
sidered a fixed feature of the Princeton Bible Group program. 
At least twenty groups have been doing more or less 
effective work in Princeton, in the surrounding country 
settlements, in Trenton, and in New York. * Four or five 
groups in Trenton and two in New York City have done 
work in connection with settlement houses, the Salvation 
Army, and the Young Men’s Christian Association, visiting 
the sick and disabled, conducting boys’ clubs and ‘Sunday- 
school classes, and arranging for lectures and entertain- 
ments, 

At least six new rural communities have been visited 
regularly by the men; and lectures vd members of the 
faculty, as wéll as entertainments by the students, have 
made it possible to form boys’ clubs of from fifteen to 
twenty boys in each place. These clubs are under the 
constant direction of the Bible group men, who are now 
training the members for a track meet to be held under the 
auspices of the Philadelphia Society, on Brokaw Field at 
Princeton. About fifteen clubs expect to enter the meet, 
which presents both ‘junior’ and ‘senior’ events, and for 
which both club and individual prizes are to be offered. 

Schoolhouses have been found to be good centers for 
this work in purely rural districts. 

This plan has several unique merits. It unites the faculty 
and students in a common Christian work. It enlists the 
energies of more men than where individuals alone -are 
made responsible, It brings the University in touch with 
its environment, and trains the members of the University 
body in some of the principles of good citizenship. It does 
for these rural communities what they are not able to do 
for themselves, and thus quickens their life without making 
them dependent in things which they themselves should 
undertake. It is awakening the students’ interest in the 
rural problems of our country. F —_ it keeps the Bible 
group from becoming theoretical, and holds it together by 
means of word in a way that mere study never does. Men 
who would not otherwise maintain interest are also kept in 
touch with Bible study. 


Surely this evidence suggests Bible study which 
makes ‘‘ doers of the word, and not hearers only."’ 


A Conquering Optimism.—The gospel of courage- 
ous hope is the gospel of Jesus Christ. We are not 
only saved by hope, but others are helped by our 
hopefulness and by our inextinguishable optimism. 
No pessimist ever led a movement anywhere except 
into the ground. 

The habit of regular Bible study develops an op- 
timistic spirit by perpetually reminding us of the things 
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really worth while. Such a hope constantly corrects 
our perspective by revealing to us that even though 
we are failing to accomplish’ many of the things we 
would like, still the opportunity is left for focusing 
our effort upon important things; _ Bible study brings 
good cheer by keeping the heart constantly. thrilled 
with a sense of mission. Count the number of times 
in the Gospel of John that Jesus reiterates his convic- 
tion that the Father has ‘‘sent’’ Him into the world 
for an insistent. purpese. Thus our personal and class 
Bible study should add to our reserve of Christian 
optimism, . > a ae baudase 


Bible Study Sustains the Life of the Spirit, It is 
almost trite to remark.that.the church is continually . 
in‘ need of,the emphasis upon a profound renewal of 
the inner life which .ineyitably results from personal 
and habitual attention to Bible study and prayer, and it 
will be unfortunate for the church. if this truth becomes 
so.commonplkece as to be ‘unheeded, ~. 

Bible study: must-continue to, be: our: “anchorage. 
From it should result measure and balanced judgment 
for our: present: great- opportunities; --Quality rather 
than quantity: ‘ How. deep, how. genuine, how-real.is i: 
the life of oor Christian workers?”’ rather than * How : 
marly have we upon our rolls. ?'’<—this is the standard 
it will-lead us to adopt.' Bible study must give to our 
membership what Wesley: used ‘to ‘call -a’‘“A genius 
for godliness.’ It must be constantly at hand to cor- 
rect our vision and steady our hearts, 

I am sure that, as I look back upon my own: ex- 
perience as a pastor, I am expressing one of our great- 
est problems when I-say that every Christian minister 
or worker must fight for time and opportunity for 
habitual Bible study. ‘ It cos¢s to form this habit. It 
can be neither inaugurated nor maintained without 
moral courage and sometimes real sacrifice. Yet it is 
the Aadit of Bible study which saves the Christian's 
life. An occasional meal may be agreeable and help- 
ful, but it will never keep a man from starving. Simi- 
larly, it is the steady Bible study diet which helps to 
maintain and develop the spiritual life. 


Giving Bible Study the Right of Way 

Things that Have Made the Bible Real, —The main 
profit of the values and attractions of the Bible is 
found in the things which it actually does for indi- 
viduals of varying environments and temperaments. 
Testimonials taken from the experience of men of 
various nations are suggestive of the sweep and adapt- 
ability of Bible truth. . In answer to the question, 
‘« What have been the chief benefits derived by you 
personally from Bible study?’’ I received, among 
many significant answers, the following : 

An Eastern college man says: ‘‘The influence of 
the habit of daily Bible study has been a great help 
to me in keeping the high ideals and the strict prin- 
ciples of my early Christian training, in spite of the 
tendency of the modern philosophical teaching to 
discredit much of the Bible story.’ 

A Christian worker in the Middle West testifies : 
«« When I think back to my decision to. enter Chris- 
tian work as a life-work, I realize that it was very 
probably due to this habit of daily Bible study more 
than to anything else that I was led to such a deci- 
sion. Since entering the work, nothing has meant so 
much to me in the way of inspiration and the strength- 
ening of purpose as has this habit. I have come to 
the point where I am afraid to enter a day’s work 
without first having spent time with God and the 
Bible."’ 

A medical student in New England writes : ‘‘ From 
my personal experience I can testify to the tremendous 
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value of daily Bible study. the ra hg of 
keeping my fixed of life. 
I note an immediate rela depth 
of iy spiritual life and the efficen se) of il Tasesing 
Watch. A lack of ‘reality'in th pg vin Radi hg 
sure to be followed im in re- 


ligious faith that influences the whole sphere of my 
life. The habit of keeping the "Morning Watch, 
formed four years ago, I count my strongest asset. 
During the day at the m medical school there is little to 
stimulate one’s thoughts toward religious matters. I 
like, therefore, at the na. of each day to get 
into touch with the Great | cian,”’ 

This is the word from a college professor in Ohio : 
«I have been studying Proverbs, taking a chapter a 
day, and it seems that each day’s lesson has some’ 
bearing on the incidents of the’ day. I never 
before knew how closely the teachings could be 
applied, if. one makes it a point to look for’ the 
application,” : 

Another man writes : “« Individual Bible study has 
helped me to make my daily life n what I know 
it ought to be. It has decreased my c confidence’ in 
myself, and increased my faith in God,""" 


Revolutionizing Personal Views and Work | 

A student Secretary’ inCalcutta writes of ‘Bible 
values : ‘‘ To Satisfy my longing-for God, and to’ in-' 
terpret his nature and character to me; to give’me 
higher ideals aiid 4Sspitations ‘in life, and: to help find 
power to ‘fulfil them’; the ‘contemplation of ‘the ldve 
of Christ ‘and ‘his sacrifice’ through Bible stidy has: | 
enabled me more nearly to do those thitigs which are“ 
pleasing to God. * “It tias helped the to have ‘love for’ 
the unlovel),—tdlove ‘all’men, and‘to caré whether 
they were good or > baajet Tt tytn shown’ ine ‘how’ t6” 





steaptete Y ‘other a "There is’ he 
tractivéness and drawing’ aah tthe’study the” } 
Bible not produced by ary other book. It has shown 


me thé way of salvation 1 from sin, and I am trying” to 
walk’in that way.“* '” 

A Christian worker if Nagasaki, Japan, tee’ the fol: 
lowing benefits that he has received from Bible’ 
study : ‘‘A new appreciation of Scripture, especially" 
of Christ § life and-teaching ;' a better estimate of ‘the 
universal element in Christ's teaching ; a recognition 
of the harmony of scierice and Christian truth ; atew' 
and greatly strengthened estimate of the value of the ' 
Bible as a direct means of salvation for men,—the | 
power of God to léad men toa new life.”” ~ 

A Chinese student in America testifies : Bible study i 
has changed my. idea of what is great. When 
young I used to think that to become an emperor 
would be the greatest thing in the world. Now I be- 
lieve that to serve the poor is greatest and noblest.’’ 

The president of an Eastern university mentions 
these advantages of Bible study : ‘‘ An appreciation 
of good English ; a vocabulary of the spiritual life, a 
series of conceptions for experiences otherwise vague 
and fleeting ; a sense of the reality and nearness of 
the great heroes of faith."’ 

An American student worker in Japan finds in the 
Bible : ‘‘An introduction to its wealth of religious 
experience ; a very much increased appreciation of 
the value of the teachings and life of Christ ; a grow- 
ing sense of the reliability of the Bible as a personal 
guide, when intelligently read and understood, for 
right living, for high loving, and for greatest efficiency 
in all realms of my activities.’’ 

From a Japanese educator : ‘‘ Personal edification ; 
enjoyment and satisfaction of seeing the Christian } 
character built up among the students, | 

From a professor in a university in the Middle 
West: ‘A sense of the supreme importance of the 
moral and religious element in life ; high ideals of 
life, and inspiration to endeavor to realize these ideals; 
broadening horizon, and decpening insight into the 
great problems of living.’’ 

These truly are indubitable evidences of the truth 
that Bible study may become an indispensable factor 
in everyday life. It is an opportune time to confront 
ovr Bible plans for another year with the question : 
Are these plans intended to conduct men into the 
inner meaning of the words of Jesus, which are 
‘spirit’ and ‘‘life’’ ? 

New York City. 
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_ of-attempts at individual work were called for, M 


Ready to Be a Laughing-Stock 


E WAS ‘six feet, and broad-shouldered, ‘and the — 


fire of twenty years was in his eye. His skin 

was the brown of the fourth or fifth generation 
of: the Dutch colonist in Ceylon, He felt-more near 
of kin to the native Sinhalese than to the English 
colonist. But the English had brought cricket with 
them, and the Burgher lads had taken so kindly to 
the sport that for nearly a decade their ‘*Colbs 
Cricket Club*’ had held the Ceylon championship 
against even the best ‘‘ All-European’’ combination. 
And because the Young Men’s. Christian Associa- 
tien had a cricket club, open to all members, it 
brought my friend M—— to us as an ‘‘ associate"’ 
member ; ‘‘ for,’’ he said, «I’m a Baptist, but not. 
a.good enough one to be enrolled as. an ‘active’: 
member of the Young Men’s Christian Association."’ 
He played cricket for all there was in it, and it was 
not long before he was elected captain of the team. 
But he. also frequented the Association meetings, 
‘sdecause a-member ought to take an interest in all 
the departments."’ : 

“At one meeting at which M—— was present, I 
spoke of the necessity of Christian men doing-per- 
senal work in witnessing for Christ. In order. to 
help them fulfil their obligations in this respect a 
persqnal workers’ training was begun, and all 
interested invited to join. Among the conditions for 
class members the tollowing.were announced : First, 
each: member to be present every. week unless. pre- 
vented. by sickness or absence from: the city ; and, 
second, each member to report at every session some 
attempt to do alwork. The first session of the 
class was to be held the following Sunday and reports 
were expected, 

I remember. how concerned, I was in reference to 
that. first session of the class. How. many. would 
come, in view.of the exacting conditions? Indeed, 
would a sufficient number attend: even to call it a 
class ? ‘On one or two of the more earnest young men I 
felt that I could count, but on whom else? As the hour 
fer the class session drew on, four of our active mem- 
bers.appeared. We had already begun when, to our 
surprise, the door opened, and with his genial smile 
in walked our friend M——. He was very attentive, 
but, plainly not quite at ease ; he did not venture any 
comments on the general lesson. When the reports 





was restless. It came his turn to report, and he was 
clearly embarrassed. Finally, he began: ‘‘I wouldn’t 
be here, only I promised God at that meeting that I 
would come. Guess I'm not cut out for a Christiaff 
worker, I'm too ignorant, Now, I really tried to do 
personal work, but—well, you know I work at the 
Cc office. One of the clerks.is a Booddhist, and 
I thought I would begin with him. I asked him why 
he wasn't a Christian. He said he was too intelligent 
to be anything but a Booddhist. I started to argue 
with him. Ina few minutes he had me the laughing- 
stock of the whole office, and I had nothing more to 





say. I was beat. Guess I did more harm than 
good. I wouldn’t have been here only for my 
promise."’ 


Just a brief prayer for blessing and guidance, and 
we opened our Bibles to the Gospel by John, chapter 
I : 19-27, pointing out that it is the Christian’s busi- 
ness to ‘‘ bear witness’’ as did John the Baptist, and 
to decline to argue even so prolific a theme as the 
ordinance of baptism, but insistently point to ‘‘ the 
Lamb of God, who taketh away the sin of the world."’ 
From the experience of the man who was born blind 
and received his sight, in John 9, we learned that it 
does no harm to admit ignorance of so cardinal a 
doctrine as the sinlessness of Jesus (see John 9 : 25), 
if only we be loyal in declaring Jesus the Saviour of 
the world. 

At the next class session M told us that his 
Booddhist friend jeered at him for his ignorance ; 
but, said he, ‘‘I won’t argue with him anyway. I 
just told him I wasn’t much of a Christian myself, 
but I knew Jesus was the only Saviour.’’ Session 
after session and the reports came in,—one day ex- 
alted and another day cast down. After each report 
came prayer and study of the Bible to find the meth- 
ods of the Master Workman. For several weeks 
M reported experiences with other individuals, 








~ Association, .and is its leader at this writing. 
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How afraid and reluctant we are to let our Mas- 
ter use us! How certain we are that we could 
never speak to others about their relation to Christ ! 
Yet it is exactly our sort that Christ longs to use, 
and promises to use—the weak, foolish, base kind 
of folks—to do his mighty works. These two life 
stories show the faithfulness of two men who per- 
haps were readier to trust Christ than most of us. 
Shall we not let our.Lord lead us out into definite, 
habitual, prayerful service in personal evangelism ? 

It is planned to give frequent attention to this 
form of service in the enlarged Sunday School 
Times. Brief life-experiences will be welcomed 
from readers, as also accounts of successful meth- 
ods in class work or otherwise, in the local church 
or elsewhere, for the study and practise of personal 
evangelism. Questions as to method or other actual 
problems in the work are invited. 

But-let us not wait for this; let us enter upon 
the work to-day. 





when one day he burst into the Young Men's Chris- 
tian Association, his face aglow, and said: ‘* You 
know. my, Booddhist pundit at the office? Well,-1 
haven't saying anything to him lately, but to- 
day he waited for me at the close of office, locked 
arms with me on the way to the railway station, and 
asked me most seriously : ‘Tell me, M——, how is 
it that Jesus saves men from sin ?’*’ 

Our humble but determined young Christian athlete 
had won .in his earnest attempt to do what at first 
seemed worse than useless. The joy of that experi- 
ence was further incentive to try te win others by 
timely word, but never by argument. He began to 
pray and work for the conversion of men on the 
cricket-field as in the office, on trains and elsewhere. 
Several years later he was the leader of a successful 
Bible class for gymnasium members. Then he was 
used in the establishment of a branch Association in 
a suburb of Colombo. About a year ago he was 
transferred to another city, where he organized an 
I think 
it is Izaak Walton who said, ‘‘ The all-important mat- 
ter in fishing-is a desire to learn.’” M had great 
desire, and has become a fisher of men.— Louis Hied, 
Julesburg, Colo. 





My Brakeman 


UTY had.called me to a town on the old Rome 
and Watertown Railway, some fifteen miles 
north from the city of Rome, New York. And 

duty made it-necessary for me to be in a town in the 
western part of the state by nine o’ clock next morning. 

‘*No night trains, sir, except a freight at midnight, 
and-that never stops."’ 

‘*Any provision for passengers ?’’ I asked. 

** Yes ; a caboose for the train crew."’ 

The station master saw my discomfiture, and 
suggested that perhaps the division superintendent 
would stop the train for me, if he knew the circum- 
stances. An interchange of telegrams with the super- 
intendent brought the message, ‘‘Train will stop for 
you.”” 

The night was intensely dark, not a star being vis- 
ible anywhere, and to stand alone at midnight at a 
station a mile from town sent an uncanny feeling 
through me. From far away came the rumble of the 
train, and ere long the headlight of the locomotive 
appeared, and the heavy up-grade became visible. 
Presently it seemed that the speed of the train was 
increasing, for the puffing of the engine became more 
frequent, and the thought crossed my mind, ‘‘ Perhaps 
the superintendent has forgotten.’’ As the train began 
to pass it was clear that it would make no stop that 
night. What to do was the question. To be left 
there meant loss, and failure to keep an important 
engagement. Something within said, ‘‘Run. Run 
with the train. It is not going so very fast. You 
can catch the guards of the caboose, and swing up.’’ 

So I ran, and so the ‘caboose did not’‘come: An 
open box car was in its place. “What now? «Jump 
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Blundering and Blessed in the King’s Business 


How Two Beginners Kept Their Promises P 





for it,’’ said the inner voice,. I laid my hands upon 
the floor of the car, and, still running, made the vault 
for the open door, The feat was not difficult. One 
should have succeeded nine times out of ten, but for 
me this was the tenth time. One foot slipped, and I 
fell with my breast and arms only on the floor of the 
car, my body outside, and m Teas swinging under 
thetrain. Was this the last of earth? It seemed so, 
I felt myself slipping, knew that long holding on was 
impossible, and that death would surely follow the 
fall. A vision of myself found dead by the roadside, 
and of the message that would go to the home where 
loved ones would be waiting, who would wait in vain, 
came like a flash. And then, just as all hope was 
vanishing, a hand came down upon me, grasped me, 
and drew me with one tremendous pull into the car. 
I was saved. 

Bruised, clothes torn, frightened beyond all possi- 
bility of description, nov impulse came to rise, until 
the same strong hand raised me. It was the hand of 
my brakeman. That hand will not be forgoten while 
memory holds her throne. 

** Lucky for you that I was in this car,’’ he said. 

‘«Yes,"’ I answered, 

‘*I had not been here more than three or four 
minutes,’’ he said, 

I made no answer, but went ever to the corner of 
the car, where there was a pail turned bottom side up, 
and sat down with my elbows on my knees and my 
head in my hands, Mortification, fear, and gratitude 
were strangely blended in me. Above me, in the 
angle of the car, was a dingy kerosene lamp. It made 
light enough for me to see the figure of my brakeman. 
He stood over me, his arms folded, looking down with 
a singular expression. 

**Stranger,’’ he said, ‘‘ that was a close call.’ 

«* Yes,’’ I answered. 

‘* Say, stranger, look-a-here ! 
a mighty tight squeeze.’’ 

‘* Yes,’’ I answered, 

He began once more. ‘‘Stranger, you—ah—say, 
I want to say to you that—ah—ah—that was an awful 
close shave.’’ 

‘* Yes,’’ I answered. ‘‘ What are you driving at?’’ 

‘*Wal,”’ said he, ‘look-a-here ! what I want to 
know is this. Now you must excuse me, but—ah— 
but I want to know whether your chance of gettin’ 
into the kingdom of God is any better than it was of 
gettin’ into this car.’’ 

**Yes,’’ I said. 

** You’re a Christian, be you ?’’ 

** Yes,’’ I answered. 

** Wal, I’m glad of it,’’ he said. ‘‘I’m awful glad 
of it. He stood there, silent for a moment, then he 
said, ‘‘Stranger, you don’t expect such kind o’ talk 
of a railroad brakeman, do you ?"’ 

Said I, ‘* No, I don’t.”’ 

‘* Ever hear it before?’’ 

«« Never."’ ¢ 

‘* Never will again, like enough." 

‘* Probably not,’’ said I. 

«* Wal, I'll tell you how ’t was. Two years ago I 
got into a Methodist revival meetin’ down in Rome, 
and I was converted, and I joined the church, and 
when I joined the church the minister said to me, 
‘Now, my boy, don’t you ever let the chance to 
speak to a man about his soul get away from you,’ 
and I told him I wouldn't, and I haven't. But you're 
the best chance I ever had.’’ 

Just then the train whistle blew. ‘‘That’'s my 
call,’’ said he. Out of the door, up the ladder, away 
over the top of the cars he went. I had not asked his 
name, and have never seen him since. Whether he 
is living or dead is all unknown, but I am living, who 
would have been dead but for my brakeman. And 
my soul's salvation, if it had not already been made 
sure, would probably have been made so by the 
fidelity of that unknown railroad boy. And so I say 
sometimes, ‘‘I know what salvation is, for he saved 
my life, and even so has my Saviour interposed to 
save my soul.”’ 

This was my brakeman. I would not now be tell- 
ing this story but for him. The story is true, It is 
worth passing on. Let him who reads make the brake- 
man’s resolution his own, ‘‘ I will never let a chance 
to speak to a man about his soul get away from me.’’ 
—Richard S. Holmes, D. D., Philadelphia. 


I—ah—er—that was 
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The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gellaudet Trumbuil 


CaN te ee tnes of ks Thane 
here will be found in this issue of the Times} 


Getting Started in Class 


HAT is salvation—the salvation that God offers 
; us in Jesus ? you ever try to think 
through it? Did you ever make a list of the 
things that salvation means to one? Did you ever 
stop to realize how few le let God give them the 
full riches, all the benefits, of the salvation that is 
theirs in Christ ? 
a we take a few minutes to let the class say 
what things are included in salvation, and we'll make 
@ list of them, Then we'll see what our Psalm of 
to-day tells us about this. 


The Téaching of the Lesson 


Backcrounp AND. Paetimmary.—As a valuable 
pera agro for.the teaching of this lesson, be sure to 
read Mr. Coates’ article on page 502, noting especially 
his remarkable paragraph on the p of the 
Psalms, which might be read aloud in some classes. 
Seek to let this lesson give such a new view of the 
‘Book of Psalms that your pupils will want to study 
and know the whole beok as never before. An in- 
teresting and practical way to enlist the class’ interest 
in the book is shown it Miss Lovett’s first two para- 


gtaplis, where a hymnal and the Psalms are com- 


red: ; A very suggestive and usable bit of study of 
The Psalms.-for almost. any.class is given in Mr, Wells’ 
first three paragraphs, ‘The antipP-nal feature sug- 
gested .in his Novelty could be effectively used also, 
even if his particular,lesson plan is not followed:in 
» full, The form 5 beauty of the 85th Psalm are 

clearly shown in’ Dr. Sanders’ 34 -paragraph. . The 
» question as. to who wrote or used..this Psalm, dis- 
| cussed.in. Professor Beecher’s, 1st-paragr. .is vari- 


ously answered bythe different writers in.the Times. ~ 


. “Tue Satvation Searcu.—Nobody in the flesh: yet 
knows the full meaning of. salvation. 
something of what it means; but that it o 
mean more, now and here, than it yet does, and that 
it also is going to mean more than God himself can 
make known to us while we are in the unredeemed 


body, we may be confident. So it is a rich and fruit- . 


ful search we>enter upor when, in God’s Word, we 
seek to find what salvation means. Let us go right 
through the Psalm, verse by verse, and be alert to 
see every hint of an answer to our question. (The 
class should do this for themselves under the guid- 
ance. of the teacher, who pany 4 see that such points as 
the following are, sooner or later, brought out.) Sal- 
vation includes : 4 

God's favor (vs. 1, 3, 4, 5). To have salvation is 
to ‘get right with God.” But to be living in sin 
cannot be to have God’s favor, so salvation means 
cleansing from sin,—a point that comes out more 

fully later. There is no misery in the universe that 
— that of being consciously in opposition to God. 

rath and anger are not words toostrong to su t 
God's attitude toward such a one; Professor Beecher, 
on verses I-3, suggests what these words mean. His 

hrase ‘‘passionate disapproval” is illuminating. 

th God and thé sinner change their attitude toward 
each other in salvation. 

Liberty and Sreedom, instead of captivity (v. 1). 
Sin is the most awful bondage in the wo-ld. Salva- 
tion is freedom from sin—not merely from the pen- 
alty or result of sin, but from the sin itself, and from 
sinning. Only Christ can give us this freedom. 
Only he b s the dominion that sin has or had over 
any.one. Just here is where many Christians seem 
to know so little about salvation : y are not habit- 
ually free from the present power of sin. Are you? 

God's forgiveness (vs. 2-5). J 
forgives our sins.: and that is salvation, He treats 
us pa as though we had never sinned ; notice the 
completeness,— a// their sin, a// thy wrath. The 
Oriental meaning of covering a sii, is shown in Dr. 
Mackie’s rst paragraph ; but forgiveness in Christ 
goes far see that. It does not merely overlook 
a t really remains unchanged; but it blots 
out, absorbs, does forever away with, the sin, and or- 

hically changes the condition of the sinner. The 

ible goes to the extreme of saying that God's for- 
giveness leaves us whiter than snow, without blem- 
ish. Have we realized the wonder and the glory of 
our salvation, in this forgiveness ? 

A compiete change in us is worked by our salva- 
tion, as is suggested in the words, ** Turn us” (v. 4). 
Conversion means simply turning squarely about. 
But no: man can thus turn to God save as em- 
powers him to do so, by the work of the Holy Spirit 
upon him. And after he has thus been turned to 


We know >. 


His salvation passes one from death into life. 


In Jesus Christ God . 


Life. o 
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LESSON §. OCTOBER 29. A PSALM OF DELIVERANCE 


Psalm 85. Commit verses 10, 11 


Golden Veit ‘Seblbbaih tenuis’ dehd Greed Wiking Sao “edi” SebabsRl te GAN dias Libidhh 20 2.5 


Read Psalms 121, 122, 126 


I ghoveh, then han hoop, fensnohla vate-ds land: 
hast ! brought back the captivity of. J 
2 Thou hast forgiven ; 


our 
ine indigna 


will speak pesice unto his people, and to his saints : 
to folly. s 
his salvation is them that feat him, 


Right 

11 Truth out Of thé earth; 
And hath logked down from heaven. 

12 Yea, Jehovah will give that which is good ; 
Rightouupese shall gp Saleen Bist. 

13° in, 

° And shall § make iid Footsteps a way to walk in. 


-o 1 Or, returned to: * Or, Turn tous *% Or, set us in the way of hit — 


The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons 


< 1¥ oo £ 
Your. Lesson Questions Answered 
Verse 2.—What. is the meaning of the expression 
**Selah'’??,. What sense, has the verb. ‘‘covered’’? 
(Beecher; Mackie, 1.) as 
Verse 3.+-Did the Psalmist actually believe that God 


changed in. his attitude toward his people, at one time lov- « 


ing and épother time angry? Why this pleading to God 
for wer Ratwedinely following Sovedat that mercy had 
been extended? (Beecher, vs. 1+3;.Ross, 5.) . — - 

Verse 6.— What is. thé: meaning of the verb ‘* quicken’’? 
(Beecher ; ers, 8.) 


: Verse 8, What isthe meaning of the wend «saints bd § 


 (Beecher.) . 


‘Verse 13.— What is the meaning of this verse? (Beecher 3 
Sanders, 12, 13.) ah 





ono 





God, he is turned, or changed, so completely that it 
is called being born again. ‘‘If any man be in 
Christ, he is a new creature.” Does salvation mean 
so in your life? Are ‘old things passed away, be- 
hold, all things are become new”? 

Utterly new life is the fruit of salvation. ‘‘ Quicken 
us” (v..6) suggests this; see Professor Beecher on 
verses 4-7. here is no life—spirit life, eternal life— 
anywhere. in the created universe except in Christ. 
And 
this life cannot be described to one who is. not in it; 
it must be experienced to be understood, It is the 
life of Christ himself; the life of God. We may have 
it now and here. It is life more abundant: tingling, 
electric, irrepressible, undefeatable, deati-detying, 
and constantl propagating itself in others, when 
one has the salvation of the sort that Christ wants all 
to have. Is this part of your salvation ? 

{ey (v. 6) is always an evidence of the full place of 
salvation in one’s life, Such joy cannot be quenched 
or diminished by any outward circumstances. It is 
always the right of one whois saved. But how few 
let their salvation show itself in this radiant way! 
How we dishonor Christ in our depressed or resigned 
spirits! We would have more joy if we thought more 
on such causes of thanksgiving as Mr. Pierson sug- 

ts in his 1st paragraph. The gain of counting our 
lessings is shown in Miss Lovett’'s 6th paragraph; 
her last aph s ts what three things our 
daily thanksgiving shouldinclude. But joy, after all, 
is not the result of our thought or will power. It is 
the outflowing action of the life of Christ within us 
when we are Abidingly surrendered to him. 

There are many other fruits or facts of salvation in 
this Psalm, which are plainly to be seen, and which 
are illuminated by the lesson writer’s comments. To 
us, they are all gathered up in the Person end the 
Christ; and they are all ours when he is all 
of life tous. Which kind of salvation do we want? 
—minimum, meager, barren, ‘‘as through fire”; or 
joyous, abundant, fruit-bearing, liberating, conta- 

ious ; ever leading us on into new discoveries of the 
ag apres riches . ne eared ? 

A r of gratitude for the 
life frat i is Christ is given by 
well be used in closing. 


rious liberty of the 
r. Howard, and may 







'. the Ba! 


Verse 7,.—What:. meaning: hus this word ** salvation’? ? 
'» (Beecher, ): 
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The Lesson’s Bible Dictionary 
By Professor Willis J. Beecher, D.D. 


HE Titix.—Sons of Korah: Use a concordance 
of proper names, and read what the Bible sa 
: on this subject (for example, 1 Chron. 6-: 31-48; 
15 : 16to 16 : 43; 25, and pr com Samuel 
ee eee the Korah who re- | 
belled in the wilderness (Num. 16). Samuel's grand- 
son, Heman, is. mentioned as senior among kin 
Deviks ats pal the orchestral one eerre ape : 
the temple, his colleagues bein an 
Ethan (Jeduthun). These names pain, Fas 
at least for a succession—of men inter- 
ested in the temple music, from the time of David to 
that of Nehe . ‘They are attached’to twenty-five 
pote na of yg Psalms, mostly in two groups (42-49, 
50, 73-89)... ha > 20 OF “Sane eailcin » bee 

Verse 2.—Se/ahk: A notation mark somehow con- 
nected with the recital. or ype ay Sepiled seam 
Look. up the instances and observe connection 
and the character of the lines that are followed by 
Selah. Generally they are such as our modern 
music would be likely to repeat for the sake of em- 

hasis or variation. Selah indicates something . of 

‘kind; whether a-pause or a repetition or an in- 

pe cep eon Rr SE 

. Verses 1+3.—Hast bro ack the captivity: 
Jacob. has. been in oman. and that csebttion ia 
now reversed. The word may or net refer to 
lonian exile; itis of a different stem from 
the s which properly denote the exile. It may 
be just a metaphor for ‘‘ calamity " (see Job 42 : 10); 
the phrase may or may not denote tlie returning of 
captives to their native land.— Hast forgiven: Their 
iniquity. and its ill-desert were a alan. and, 
vah has lifted off the burden. Hast covered: Meta- 
phorically, so thattheir sin cannot be judicially seen 
and punished.—7hy wrath; ... the fierceness of 
thine anger: God's disapproval of the unrepentant 
wrong-doer is. attended by indignant feeling ; it is 
not cold and indifferent: -- If: we say-that- hates 
the sin but doves the sinner; we partly miss the 
mark. ‘We shall not think«clearly unless: we. distin- 
guish between hatred or: wrath.as malignant pas- 
sions, and hatred,or wrath in the sense of passionate 
disapproval both of .wrong-doing and of the . ns 
who do the wrong. _: Passionate disapproval is. not 
inconsistent with love. “The more we love the wrong- 
doer the more passionate is our disapproval likely to 
be.—Hast turned, etc.: Translate, ‘‘ Hast turned 
back some of the fierceness of thine anger.” From 
one point of view it is correct to say that God does 
not change his attitude when a man repents;. that it 
is the man who changes. But this distinction covers‘ 
only a part of the case, and it is liable to be mislead- 
ing. If the steamer was at an.angle with the wharf, 
and has come to be parallel with it, then in that same 
change the wharf has come to be parallel with the 
steamer. If you take comfort in putting it in that 
way, you may insist that when a person repents he 
simply has the benefit of the attitude in which God 
unchangeably stands toward all repentant persons ; 
but the blessed fact remains that withdraws from 
the repentant the disapproval which he maintained 
tow the un ntant. 

Verses 4-7.—Pleading for the withdrawal of Jeho- 
vah’s wrath, though the preceding verses speak of 
tree ae wrath as already withdrawn. The trans- 
ation su ted above would explain this. In any 
case, the Psalm fits such a situation as that when Sen- 
nacherib had been compelled to withdraw without 
nent Jerusalem or deporting the whole popula- 
tion, yet leaving Judah a mere stricken remnant (see 
2 Kings 18, 19).—Quwuicken us again; Make us alive 
again, implying that their vitality has been reduced 
very low.—Our salvation ... thy salvation: The 
experience of one who has been in defeat or calam- 
ity, and has been brought safely out. It combines 
the idea of escape, victory, present safety. Salvation, 
in the Old and New Testaments, is most commonly 
from national disasters, or from ailments or diseases, 
or from sin and its consequences, 

Verses 8-13.—His sainis ; This is not the negative 
word, which describes a person as separated from 
evil, but the positive ‘word, describing one to whom 
and in whom and through whom Jehovah's loving- 
kindness is manifested. As expressed in this word, 
the unique Saint is the Messiah.— Mercy and truth: 
That is, lovingkindness and truth. Note that these 
verses give the same idea as the. wonderful peace 
passages in the prophets (for example, Isa, 2 : 2-4; 


a: 1-10).— His footsteps away towalkin: We ought 


all to follow in the footsteps of Jehovah and of his ad- 
vance herald, righteousness. 


Ausurn, N. Y. 








‘LESSON. FOR OCT. 2. (Psa 85) 


- Pledges of a Larger Hope 


By the Rev. G. A. Johnston Ross 


HE Psalms contain the distilled essence of the 

| discipline of countless lives. Many of them are 
a entitled, ‘A Psalm of David,” 

| for David appears to have been the father of Hebrew 
, poetry anda notable director of the music ef public 
religious Like much of the the Psatm 


is ‘mous ; and there is no more_striking 

of the Bible than its revelation at various points of 

our great debt to anonymous persons and to their 
he, 

We cannot often be sure of the exact historical 
conditions which gave rise to ‘psalms, In 
the case of a psalm like Psalm 137 we can be certain 

that we are in the presence of the actual anguish of 


the Babylonian tivity. With. very little cer- 
oe | we can y affirm that Psalm 126 reflects the 
y of the Return. And this Psalm 85 certainly looks 


ike an ode of the Return. : 

If we are to take verse f literally, then, the Psalm 

. Teflects the convictions and feelings of the deveut 
‘souls who found themselves once more in Palestine 
: after the exile, restored to home and hope. 

' 4. It reflects, first, the eonvietion that the Return 
‘had been God’s work, and not simply the work of 
Cyrus. In this reference of the great release to the 
action ur the Lord, he. ager g ~ echo of thie im- 
ion hecies e of Isaiah regarding 
Cora poe g he work, The Restoration is here, as 
there, interpreted as a sacrament of God's pardoning 
‘ p  Life>is — of nae sacraments: every 
. process of repair renewal in nature, every gra- 
, cious offer of a second moral nity 
-mentof the forgiveness. of -The: re 
ion does not so much discover to us the truth that 

d forgives,—that is written on the face ‘of nature 
- and.of history, —as it makes. plain what that 

is in God which enables him to forgive, |The forgive- 
ness was always there: ‘‘there zs forgiveness with 
thee.” 

2. But the Psalm refiects ‘also a trembling con- 

: sciousness of further need, There seems at first a 
+ flagrant contradiction -bétween verses 3 and 4. If 
’“God_ has turned from the fierceness of his anger, how 
then should we fear his further wrath? But the para- 
- dox has its. coun in the experience of the re- 
» deemed: soul to-day. His forgiveness,’ the merciful 
~pardon of his sin, thé ‘udging welconie: he re- 
>: ¢éives-into the heart.of God—this is graciously and 

-sieGndestully real: «Yet when. the soul: looks round 
and takes stock of the world in which, redeemed, he 
» finds himself, he is. ap ‘There is so much to 

-?-do, so much to fear, and so little strength wherewith 

to meetiit all: So:may the returned extles -have felt 
: as their disillusioned: eyes looked round.on the stony 
/desolations within and around Jerusalem. ‘* When 
: will this be subdued? When will these results of 
‘ our past sin be swept away? Wilt thou be angry 
with us forever? ust the scars remain? ilt 
thou not revive us again, that thy people may rejoice 
in thee ?” -Forgivenessis real; butsome scars remain. 
It is the paradox of the rescued life, about which it 
: were well that our evangelism were more honest than 
it often is. The forgiven soul has need of the salu- 
tary check of these misgivings and prayewcompelling 
fears. 

3. But next (v. 8) the Psalm reflects a mysterious 
and holy hope. In the mercies of God to his people 
in the past, the Psalmist, with inspired penetration, 
sees the pledge of ter ssings to come. He 
listens and hears the coming Word of God. The 
rescue that has been experienced is the prelude me | 
toa A governs redemption that is to be. God yet ** will 
8 Fe oy unto his people”; and—note the strug- 
gling forth of the idea of a be seg kernel in Israel 

—*‘to his saints.” This further blessing is not yet 
defined except by that full word . The re- 

- turning exiles from Babylon found anything but the 

: stability and comfort of peace awaiting them ; they 
found worry, harassing anxieties, fears, and con- 
flict: But the stabler boon willcome ! Not, of course, 
independently of the le’s attitude. It is man’s 
mysterious power to thwart and delay the very larg- 
esse of God. ‘Let them not turn again to folly — 
the “saints”! ‘Salvation is nigh them that fear 
kim.” The anxious misgiving is here which betokens 
the fruit of discipline, and sees that God’s gifts are 
without repentance on his part, but are contingent 
on repentance on our part. ‘ 

But the misgiving fades away, and the excitement 
of the holy hope fills the whole field of the Psalmist’s 
mind. He sees the full salvation of the — le al- 
ready near, and the glory of the Lord s the 

~land. The religious and moral ideals of the people 
are realized: mercy 
Carefully note here that from the day when Moses: 
had declared Jehovah to be a God blending clemency 
with justice (Exod. 34: 6, 7) it was the dream of the 
best spirits among the le that this: blending, 
never yet seen in human character, would one day 
stand visibly upon the earth. It was a magnificent 
conception of God ; nothing in the New Testament 
is an advance upon it, but 
exposition of it. See it in the briefest of all the 


and truth are met together !- 


is a demonstration and . 
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Psalms, Psalm 117. It was quite obviously the ideal 


before the eyes of David ; see that wistful fragment, 
fone meee , 4 5 Hereis the assured hope that 


greatly fulfilled. No wonder) the church. «| me” . 
th a auatnnan the 
pi gs coc ee Uy Scat pages rape AY ney God 


Day. For it was by Soin Garist 


“peace and truth came.” In him mercy and truth, | 
righteousness and peace, have kissed His. 
character is the one perfect blending in history of. 
strength and tenderness, justice and mercy, holiness 


and pity.. And as is his so is his 
ev oe The cross of Chriat is that oat gon 
where, above all, mercy and truth are met and are 
seen to be in perfect harmony. 
_ Note before we leave the Psalm the sentence, ‘‘ Our 
land shall yield her increase.’ In scriptural repre- 
sentations of redem Nature and her renovation 
have a generous , not given them often in our 
more -cent thought. But we ought to be re- 
called to the fact that we stand between God and 
nature, and nature itself, groaning and travailing, 
awaits our redemption. The earnest expectation of 
the creation waiteth for the manifestation of the’sons 
of God. 

MontTREAL, CANADA. 
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Oriental Lesson-Lights 


By George M. Mackie, D.D. 
Missionary to the Jews, and Ministér of the 
Anglo-American Congregation in Beyrout 
§ ee hast covered. all their’ sin(v, 2) In the 
living Arabic the words ‘to cover” and ‘*‘to. 
_ -eoneeal” are: ‘esed.in the sense of for- 
giveness, It means that the facts are as they are, but 


justified by the circumstances. The offense for some 


‘sufficient reason is régarded as out of sight and re- 


membranee, and as not having occurred. 

Wilt thou be angry with us for ever ? (v. 5). The 
pleading here’ is very like that which constantly oc- 
curs in the East when a common friend with the 
penitent offender*into the presence ‘ofthe party 
Offended’ and seeks to turn hfm‘from his ‘anger and 
get peace restored. Etiquette in the East does not 
allow the offetided man to affront tle mediator by 
refusing to discuss: the matter, or at least hear. what 
he has to say. ‘He stands‘silent, with face dark and 
averted, as the pleader skilfully ap to the mem- 
ory of the past, the family frien between the 
two houses, the law of neighborhood, the liability of 
all-‘men to err,-the divine beauty of forgiveness, God’s 


reward to those who show the mercy that all stand ° 


in need of.. At this interview the réle of the offender 
is to remain dumb, the head bent downward, and the 
hand on the mouth. When the right moment seems 
to have been reached a hand is put forth by the in- 
tercessor to the side of the chin and the averted face 
is Bently turned round so that he may look into. the 
sad and wistful eyes of the offender. This may lead 
to a fresh outburst of angry feeling, and the old argu- 
ments will be presented afresh until the attempt is 
either given up in despair of leads at last to a tear- 
ful and smiling reconciliation. . 

Righteousness shall go before him, and shall 
make his footsteps a way to walk-in (v. 13). It is 
still the custom to have a public road~or bridle-path 
repaired before a Renee or magistrate uses it on an 
official visit. To right with God is for the indi- 
vidual the condition of innermost communion and 
uttermost service, 


& 
The Busy Men’s Corner 


By William H. Ridgway 


The Proof.— Zhou hast,... thou hast. ... Thou 
hast,... thou hast.... Thou hast,... thou hast 
(vs. 1-3). Just six of them. One for every workin 
day in the week. Monday—you have lan 
Gob). Tuesday—you are free to work it. Wednes- 

ay—the t, forget it. Thursday—it is buried 

and “in. Friday—the rod has been burned. 

Bie turned to sunshine. Sunday—Praise 
the ! He has: therefore he will. The ‘‘thou 
hast” lesson is the hardest to learn. Father Ridg- 
way housed, clothed, and fed me long years before I 
went alone. Nor was I always good. Yet the three 
Square meals came ever 7. Did I ever worry, 
and wonder if he’d stop ardly! The Pennsyl- 
Moya Railroad has always _ me to New ary 
*m going in to-morrow. Am I worrying to-night ? 
H ly ! If I can trust father, if I can heist a rail- 
road, I guess I can trust my God to care for me and 
see that I arrive. No, G e, I never saw God. 
Neither have I ever seen President McCrea, who runs 
the railroad. I have never seen the Fc ae that 
runs the clock, but I trust the clock. hat big babies 
some of us are! (Isa. 50 : 10-57 : 13.) 

** Listen 1°°—/ wil! hear what God Jehovah will 


speak (v. 8). . Many words u the ear-drum, 
but few sound to the coal ee upon a lot of 





it has been decided not todo what might be-amply °° the long 


“are in‘your f 


50§ 


doctors loudly talking medicine, but I heard nothing. 
p peng om yr tytae ek ee eeeet re! 
what — n 
? 1: 18), hemieediy man con 
nmusical 


concerning 
, do you think you 
would hear what he has to say? My ! how you would 
read and study and reread. A greater than any 
earthly master of affairs has written concerning 
all that pertains to your good. Get busy and hear 
(Matt. 7 : 24, 25). 


Let’s.— Righteousness and peace have kissed each 
other (v.10). Righteousness and Peace kiss. Good- 
ness and Peace are sweethearts ever. Goodness 
turns the other cheek. Goodness doesn't do injury. 
Goodness doesn’t build Dreadnaughts. Dvesn't forge 
gene. The Dreadnaught takes the water with a bap- 

ism of wine on her bow. And at the banquet that 
follows the eon on continues to flow. After 
every military conflict thousands of young men come 
home moral wrecks. Goodness and strife never kiss. 
War bites, and Goodness gathers her skirts and runs 
away. In some of the eountries south of 
us. ness stalks supreme and war is a continuous 
performance, and the people—! There will be no 
ere: gy in those Central and South American lands 
unti Rightecuseses shall come and bring his bride. 
Let's send him down (Mark ‘16 : 15). 


The ** Hunkies.".—-And shall make his footste sa 


» way to walk Vv. 13) teousness is the chief, 
uak the rest of the tribe ion tare nte f tints, and 
hundreds pass as a single man. Look behind and 


line. Father, watch your small “boy, 
pipe and all, in pons epee. Is your name Right- 
eousness for little Andy plodding. along behind? 
The forei are pouring in upon us. When they 
first arrive Goldman sells them hand-painted neckties 
and back-number haberdashery. But, in afew weeks, 
note what you see! They are Americans, They swamp 
themselves in beer because they think it is American 
—and it surely is. But good bosses are slowly showing 
them better. Said Ivan the other day, ‘‘ Me no beer. 
Save mon’. Buy house.”. “Could we banish the saloon 
‘we would have fine citizens in a single decade. They 
teps, aeping, & live like you in houses 
brass —** i 


with’ floors, carpets, all name: Ameri- 
can - ” Shall we lead them heavenward? (Heb. 
* 12:1, 2 #9 sir + 38 a’ a, 


COATESVILLE,. Pa. y sakst 39 j ‘ 
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The Lesson of Experience 
The Lesson’s Missionary Meaning 
By Delavan Leonard Pierson 


J EHOVAH is the living and merciful God, the 
same yesterday, to-day, and forever; he Aas 
delivered from bondage and sin, he 7s merci- 
Jui, and he will speak peace unto his people. Past, 
present, and future give catises for songs of thanks- 
giving. He ‘‘who delivered... and will deliver... 
he will also still deliver us” (2 Cor. 1 : 10). 
bui Jehovah, the eternal Lord of heaven and earth. 

The experience of the ages and the study of the re- 
ligions and history.of all nations bring us to the 
same conclusion. No heathen devotee could truth- 
fully sing such a psalm. Imagine a worshiper of one 
of the fetishes of West Africa, or the priest of Ganesh, 
the Hindoo of Good Luck, voicing his praise for 
what his had actually done for him ! 1d one 
of these sof Africa or India, China or Japan, de- 
liver and bring back his followers into lost posses- 
sions? Could these gods deliver and give salvation ? 
Do they show mercy; can they speak ? What 
are the best of the heathen deities but the products 
of the imagination of their worshipers? ‘They cannot 
be above the creatures who conceived them, nor can 
their ideals or standards be more than human. 

Witness the testimony of such converts from -Hin- 
dooism as Pandita Ramabai and the former priestess 
Chundra Lela. For years they worshiped at Hindoo 
shrines and sought peace and power, but found them 
not, All was empty sham. The s whom they 
worshiped were nothing, therefore they could not de- 
liver or bring salvation and peace. 

What Jehovah did for Israel he has done for us 
and he is doing for his foliowers all over the world. 
Witness the testimony of Pastor Hsi, of China, Nar- 
ayan Shashadri of India, and King Khamaof Africa. 
Over two million converts from heathenism could 
to-day testify from experience to the deliverance that 
God has given. Is it not strange that men of all na- 
tions do not take Jehovah for their God and Jesus 
Christ for their Saviour? Is it not strange that men 
in America put gold before God and seek peace and 

wer in other ways than by surrender to Jesus 

hrist the Son of God ? 


Brooxtyn, N. Y. 








\ in the sunshine, 


-~ 


_ the glory, looked up and brightly 
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The Iflustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to assist inthe con- 
duct of this department. One is 
offered for oveny aantonel lesson illus- 

tration used, and two dollars for the best illus- 
tration each week. An important circular ex- 


plaining the acceptance of material, and the 
year's calendar, will be sent for a two- 
cent stamp. 


The best illustrations of truth are likely to 
be those that come out of the contri f 
personal experience. reference w 
given to such illustrations, when they are 
equally acceptable in point and effectiveness, 
| Something Else Beautiful To-mor- 
row.’ —Jehovah hath done great at's Sor 
us, vars we are glad (Golden Text), 
‘One ‘cold morning in February we stood 
looking out upon a world en in an icy 
armor which sparkled with unrivaled beauty 
*¢ Beautiful!’’ said one, 
** Yes, it #s very beautiful, but it will all be 
gone~ before noon,’’ ‘The little restless 
mailen, quiet for once as she gazed upon 
said : 


_ ‘Never mind, There'll be something else 


beautiful to-morrow.’’ ‘the Lord who hath 


‘dene great things for us, whereof we are 


“a + 


lad, is.doing, and will continue to do; great 
ings for us, whereof we shall. -be glad. 
‘“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and 


- to-day, yea and for ever,’’—Anna L. Scott, 


Waverley, Mass.. From The Record of 
- Christian Work, 


The prise for this week ts 


_ awarded to this illustration, 


| How a Train 
Jehovah “hath done 


~ 


Disaster Was Averted.— 
gla (Golden Text)? “A 
nstance happened many 


whereof we are 
most remarkable 


* years ‘ago on a railway in‘ Eastern ‘Missouri, 


“a 


and was told in a railway paper. One suim- 
mer morning’a twelve-car train aa beaal 


othe members of a Sunday-school was. boun 


for a picnic at a point about fifty miles. dis. 


. tant, The train hed not proceeded, more 


than half way when a thunder-storm broke. 


' The rain fell in torrents, “The engineer was 


‘worried for fear the terrific downfall might } 


* cause a washout or a spreading of the rails, 


and he slowed down to about thirty-five } 


miles an hour, As the train swung around 
a curve, and approached a small station 


. which it-was to pass without stopping, the 
bro 


engineer, peering through the 


en cur- 


_tain of rain, saw that the switch just ahead 


was.open, It meant a terrible disaster.. He 


* closed-the throttle and put on the brakes in 


* an instant: 


** Better stick to ft,’’ he shouted 
to his fireman, ‘hundreds. of children on 
board.’’» .** I mean! to,’”” was the answer. 
**God help us all.’’ His last words were 


drowned by a terrific crash of thunder which | -# 
came with a flash of lightning that seemed to |. 


strike the ground just ahead of the engine: 
The next thing they knew they were. past 
the station, still riding safely on the main 
line rails, ‘The train came to a stop, and 
the engineer and conductor hurried back to 
discover what had happened and how the 
train had passed the ee switch. They 
found that the lightning had struck squarely 
between the switch and the rail, and had 
closed the switch, ‘‘ It was the act of God,’’ 
said the engineer,—J/7s. R. W. Lowe, Del- 
evan, N.Y. From Dr. J. M. Farrar, in 
The Christian Herald, 


The Heart’s Tenant.—/*hovah hath done 
great things for us (Golden Text). Martin 
Luther used to say: ‘* When one comes and 
knocks at the door of my heart and asks, 
‘Who lives here?’ I reply, ‘Martin Lather 
used to, but he has moved out, and Jesus 
Christ now lives here!’’’—Ars. R. W. 
Lowe, Delevan, N.Y, From The Christian 
Endeavor World. 


The Day He Did As 

will hearwhat God Jehovah will speak(v. 8) 
A little boy of six who considered his father 
very exacting was rejoicing one day that his 
father was called out of town. After his de- 
parture the child, unrestrained by the mother, 
was allowed an entire morning of freedom. 
After climbing on the dresser, winding the 
clock, and indulging in various other forbid- 
den pleasures, the child came 'to his mother 
and said, ‘*If any one around here thinks it’s 
any fun doing without a papa, 1’d like to 
know who it is.’’—Afabel Southern, Indepen 
dence, Mo, 


In the Middle of God’s Love.—Sure/y 
his salvation ts nigh them that fear him 
(v. 9). ‘Standing on the top of the Cheviot 
Hills, his little son’s hands closed in his, a 
father taught the message of the measureless 
love of.God. Pointing northward over Scot- 
land, then southward over England, then 
eastward over the German Ocean, then west- 





eat things for 45, | 


He Pleased.—/ 
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deny it, The Devil has no pappy 
—Crace Potter, Hartwick, N. 
The Epworth Herald, 


% 
Visiting the Lesson Scenes 


This department utilizes the Underwood 
Travel System asa help in s the 
encom. zoeve SS erent plat oe 
in rorr. ¢ forty-five stere st $7. 
and if ordered at one time bes rater gold. 
lettered case is given free.- Thirteen. p 
visited-in 1910 revisited in 191%; persons 
| already owning the 1910 material need only 
r thirty-two new ste phs to make all the 
torr visits, The use of these helps may profit- 
y be begun at any time during ¢ ear, 
ven ste hs are to be used with the 
<ssons of the fourth etter, prigogr.8e Those 
who own the 19r0 materi order only 
eight, price $1.34. 
4 one mp ty aon ae cents each. 4 ; 
‘85 cents-eac ‘ostage_ or e prepaid. 
Orders may be sent to The Sunday School ‘limes 
Co., 103r Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 


Y. From 





_The Editor of The Sunday School Times 
‘would like to know how useful thie depart- 
ment is to the readers. If you would be 
sorry to see it discontinued; will you kindly 


Bay 80 On a ‘postal eee at 
of Walnut Street, Philadelphia. — 











es 


IND on our Jerusalem map where the 
humber 39 marks a position in the old 
temple grounds. Jf you stand to-day 

at that spot, and look .southwestward over 
the space included between those two lines 
which spread from 39, you have directly be- 
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fore rtof the ground where the eighty- 
fifth salen may hove been heard i ar 
through the air in those days of the temple’s 
restoration. 

At your feet is a level pavement of oblong 
stones ; it used to be part of one of the courts 
of the restored temple. Only a few feet away, 
ahead, you find to-day a very tall stone gate- 
way, with four arched openings separated by 
marble poe it gives access to a broad 
flight of descending stairs. You do not 
actually see the stairs from where you stand, 
but ae get a glimpse of the lower level to 
which they lead; it is grassy ground, where 
some olive-trees are growing, and a dark 
green cypress holds up its own slender spike 
of foliage. Beyond the olives and the cypress 
you see a hillside closely covered with gray 
stone houses,—the homes of twentieth cen- 
tury Jews. One of their synagogues—a 
large, dome-crowned building, stands up 
conspicuously on the ridge of the hill. “With- 
out doubt there were homes on that same 
hill in the hopeful times after the. people who 
eame back from Babylon had settled their 








are Visited’ 


Less than four stereographs’| - 
ereoscopes, 


po 





families and established their accustomed’ 
lines of work. 


ancient line of David. No wonder they 
sang! No wonder they prayed for light aud 
for strength to be fai ! 

‘Use a stereograph entitled ‘‘From the 
temple area southwest over modern Jewish 
quarter of Jerusalem.’’ 


af 
“Lesson ‘Hymns and Psalms 


** A mighty fortress is our God.” 

“* There's a wideness in God's mercy.” 
**O Love that wilt not let me go." 

“* Our God, our help in ages past." 

° coms, we eas Tove the,.Lord. a 

** Out of m ndage, sorrow, and night."’ 
‘* T heard the voice of Jesus say."’ 

** In lovingkindness Jesus came."* 


R 
( iE in etna gh 


_ Psalin 126 : 1- : I- 
Psalm tar 404 (273 3 +3) 
Psalm 30 : 1-6 (62 : 1-4).' 
Psalm 122 : 1-5 (266 : 1-4). 
Psalm 85 : 1-9 (171 : 1-9 


t » 
Lesson Home-Readings 


(Seinnss: under the auspices of the Sunday-school 
itorial Association, and approved by the American 
Section of the Interna Lesson Committee.) 


M.—Psa. 85 : 1-13. . A Psalm of Deliveranee. 
‘T.—Psa. 137: 1-9. The ctw geard Captivity. 
W!—Psa: 126: 1-6 . The Joy’of the Returned. 


metrical 





‘l.— Psa. 122 :.1-9 . a in God's House. 

F.—Psa, 124 : 1-8. Our Soul is escaped from 
the Fowler. rhe? : 

3.—Isaiah 40 : 1-31 . . ‘‘Comfort ye, Comfort 


e, my people.”’ ' 
S.—Zeph. 9: 1-20. . . ‘‘Sing, Q Daughter of 
Zion."* 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 
A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 


how wonderful is the freedom of the life that is 
thyself! Out of the bondage of sin and into 
the joy of the unfettered life thou dost lift us 
by thy grace and tender mercy. How stupidly 
we have held back from thee, choosing our 
chains and our prison-house rather. than 
the wide, free land of fellowship with thee! We 
thank thee beyond words for the new life that 
has been realized by those among us who have 
ielded prayerfully and sincerely to thy control- 
ng love and will, and we pray that each one of 
us may let. go without delay whatever is still 
impairing that intimate fellowship which awaits 
all who will pass out of their captivity into the 
homeland of the Christ-life. rd Jesus, re- 
move our sin from the remembrance that clouds 
our day with unholy atmosphere. May we 
rather remember thee and thy forgiveness and 
our present walk with thee, In thy dear name 
we pray, Amen. 

After the Lesson.—I wonder how many 
of us would like to have what we deserve? 
Not many of us. We sometimes talk as if 
we would, But when it comes to the point, 
and we realize what we do deserve, we had 
rather have almost anything else. If the 
veil were suddenly lifted from our thoughts 
so that everybody could see what we are 
thinking of our neighbors, some of us might 
shrink from what we would deserve at their 
hands! If mother hadn’t been so merciful 
and loving when we confessed to her the thing 
that she promised to keep to herself, and for 
which we richly deserved severe punishment, 
how different life would be to-day! But, 
oh! the mercy and tender love of God, 
against whom we have sinned so darkly! 
He has treated our sin as I do this ink spot 

catch up a piece of glass with a big blot of 
ink on it, and apply a piece of blotting paper] 
That spot is gone;'and the glass is clear. 
‘Through our Heavenly Father’s lovein Jesus 
Christ his only begotten Son thus we are 


- | though 
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freed from the blackness of * gt bya 
mercy beyond our understanding. e gives 














said, *‘ Johnny, boy, God’s is as| The temple altar was only a few rods from | us 
big as all qr “Why, father,” the boy where you stand, off at your right. People : 
cheerily replied, with es, “then | who flocked here to sing the joyfal words of RGIVENESS 
we must be in the middle of it !""— Ze Rev. | the eighty-fifth Psalm, or to listen while 
C. H. Kilmer, Mecklenburg, N.Y From | others sang, saw sunshine the paved REEDOM 
Thoughts for the King’s C: le ee ee ’ yore ig REO E 

Why the Old Man was Happy.— Ya, | clear sky overhead, as you see it to-day. 
feivoat will give that which is v. 12). | There were countless reasons for grateful re- MRE Sok 

A Coton met old an gig | ong Here they were, scaly af bone ee ie 
we nd, \ “ Wage " P 
an old than be 20 cheerful?” Net all | was a deal of hard work to do, but old-time |, A® for his sinning people of se Se Se 
are.” * Well, then, why are you?’’- “ Be- | prophets had promised God’s blessing on the Ng pe og oor gye yep org Ree ® > 
eauie I belong to the Lord.” ‘And are | fetumed remnant of the sorely punished ma-| "re, oft RMT, ast Toaeee indeed 
none others happy at your time of Jiie?’’| tion. That meant the glorious possibility ‘And he hae & wey show 
‘+ No, not one, my frie questioner,’’ said | that the Jewish people might yet work: out thi wn ri sf a eteee 1 ae th 
he, and his form straightened. ‘Listen to | their destiny,—to be ‘‘a kin of || oh re ek > " i 
the truth from one who knows. And no | priests” doing and declaring the will of God. | T°, deg Bigeek en Hane & a 
man of threescore and ten shall be found to | [he promise for the faithful People included that? May the Lord y us against an 

old men!’ | the coming of a new Anointed One of the | ‘"* ay tne guard us again y 


such depth of sin ! 
' PHILADELPHIA. 





| Department Helps | 


The Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 
ESSON TEACHING.—Gladness of heart 





ts often expressed in song. 
. efore the Lesson.— you ever 
see a dog chained in a yard? Did he seem 


happy? How did he act? Some boys who 


really liked their dog always chained him 


‘before they started for school, because they 
thought he might follow them. Sometimes 
he howled and pulled at his chain, trying to 
get free. When the boys came from school 
and untied him, how do you think he showed 


*| that he was glad? He couldn’t speak, but 


how he ran and barked and almost upset the 
‘boys: by jumping around them!) ° 

Birds and squirrels are not so happy in a 
-cage as out of doors among the trees. Ani- 
mals in the circus and the parks walk back 
and forth in their cages, trying to find a place 
to get out. When the gate tothe chicken- 
yard is opened, how they scamper to the 
fresh grass or plowed ground to scratch for 
food. When the old horse is unharnessed 
and turned loose, how he loves to roll, or to 
kick up his heels and run. Everything likes 
to be free, and there are so many ways of 
showing gladness. 

Children do not like to stay in the house 
because of rainy weather. Have you noticed 
how boys shout and run and sometimes throw 
up their hats when school is out? We know 
that people and animals are happier to be 
free. Did you ever pass a prison and feel 
sorry for the people behind those barred 
windows and gates? Imagine how one must 
feel if a pardon comes, saying that he is free 
again, 

Review.—The children of Israel had been 
captives or prisoners so long in the strange 
land that they became rather used to it. 
Yet they always hoped to be free to go back 
to Jerusalem. 

‘hey did not feel like singing when cap- 
tives ( 137 : 3, 4), for they said: ‘* How 
shall we sing Jehovah’s song in a strange 
land?’’ They didn’t want to play their 
harps, but hung them on the willows. 

But when King Cyrus said they might go 
back, they felt like laughing and singing for 
joy. It seemed like a dream, too good to be 
true (Psa, 126: 2). ‘*Then was our mouth 
filled with laughter, and our tongue with 
singing.’? The journey was a long one, but 
they were happy. All along the way they 
kept repeating, ‘‘ The Lord hath done great 
things for us, whereof we are glad.’’ 

Lesson,—-Other songs or Psalms have been 
kept in the Bible to tell us how they felt. 
(Use selected portions from Psalm 85 such as 
children may comprehend. Give special 
emphasis to verse 8: ‘I will hear what God 
Jehovah will speak ; for he will speak peace 
to his people, and to his saints : but let them 
not turn again to folly.’’) 

Before they were taken prisoners they 
would not Hear what God spoke to them by 
his: prophets, Isaiah, Jeremiah, etc. They 
mocked them and made fun of their mes- 
sages. Now they are ready to promise to hear 
what God speaks, and never again to worship 
idols, 

It wasn’t all easy when they reached Jeru- 
salem, because of the ruins and the enemies 
who tried to hinder them, but they were 
happy to be in their home-lahd once more. 
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LESSON FOR OCT. 29 (Psa. 8s) 


“A merry heart doeth good like a med- 
icine.” 


‘ter the Lesson.—l wonder how many 
songs and Bible verses we can remem- 
. Everybody loves to hear 
singing, and to hear a boy w 


pe ewe walle nes Begg “pe phn ae 


his work. It seems as if people who whistle 


reese + Ainaseriiamertinne ip dition arson! = 


py too, 

se the time ing verses: ** Serve 
the Lord with gladness and come before his 
—— ing.”” ‘I was when 


said unto me, Let us go into the house 
Lord.” © hath done geeat 
San for us, se hw we are } 


** Enter a his gates with aiegi 2 
here ina month, when 

we may to make some poor people glad. 
Sing, ‘I am -so g/ad that our Father in 
heaven,’’ also ‘‘ A Happy Good Morning.’’ 
There aye more than a dozen songs of 

adness to choose from, in Carols: Happy 

reetings, Happy vo eo Glad offerings, 
Gladly giving, Glad Song of Praise, Our 
days of gladness, A song the glad earth 
sings, etc... Let the children choose their 
favorites. (Carols: Leyda Publishing Co. 
Chicago. 25 cents.) 

In closing, suggest that the children of 
Israel were so happy because they were free 
in their homeland. Ours is a free land. 
Sing the chorus of ** Star-Spangled Banner.”’ 
Last of all, standing, sing: 


** My native country, thee, 
land of the noble Sree, 
‘Thy name I love.” 


Home Work: Suppose you surprise the 


family by singing or whistling the. songs you |. 


love best. Make a list. of the good things 


which God has done fur each of us, to make | ' 


us glad. 
Cuicaco, ILL. 


‘My Class of Girls 
By Helen Gill Lovett 


A Msanew SONG OF DELIVERANCE. | 
The Psalter.;. 
; “say *, fhe Son cof Deliverance. ‘ 
».Part_t. Recognition Of Past Bless’ ngs. 
"Part 2° Appteciation of Responsibi itty. ~ 
‘Part 3. The Future Blessings, rae 


UR lesson to-day is from the. Hebrew 
-hymn-book. Let us see how this is 
like our own church hymnal. With 

our hymnal in the hands of the girls we 
noted afew facts. It was, arranged. topic- 
ally, some hymns being written for special 
days or occasions. We noted some inter- 
esting authors, kings and colored men, 
monks and reformers, Roman Catholics, 
Lutherans, etc. We noted the interesting 
names of some tunes, ‘‘ Bread of Life,’’ 
‘* Good Shepherd,’’ ‘* Day of Rest,’ ‘‘ Ra- 
diant Morn,’’ ‘* Work Song,’’ and the names 
of forty-five saints. 

I explained about the introduction of 
music into the temple service, and we found 
from our Bibles that the psalms might also 
be grouped topically: instruction, prayer, 
praise, thanksgiving, etc.; that they were 
not all written. by one person ; and that they 
were sometimes sung to tunes familiar to the 
Jews : ‘*The Hind of the Morning,’’ “ The 
Lilies,’’ etc. 

We then turned to Psalm 85. I explained 
about when it was written, and told of the 
Korah choir and ‘*Selah’’ (see Professor 
Beecher), We spoke for a moment of the 
power of music, and its effects on armies, 
crowds, or congregations. What do you 
suppose was the effect on these returned 
exiles? Let us study the parts to this song. 

Vesterday, coming down the street I 
passed a little girl almost hidden by a ‘* Red 
Riding Hood’”’ mackintosh. She passed me 
unrecognized, but when she called my name 
I saw my little friend, Helen S—. Sometimes 
our friends appear in such unfamiliar dress 
that we do not recognize them. And some- 
times our blessings come in such peculiar 
wrappinys that we do not recognize them as 
such, Was this the case with these Jews? 
Read verses 1-3. Did the Jews recognize 
their blessings? How many blessings can 
you count? Name them. How had Jeho- 
vah been favorable? Here we recalled the 
main facts of the captivity and the return. 
If you were to write a song of thanksgiving 
and deliverance, what would you put in Part 
One? 

The Jews, having recognized these bless- 
ngs to their nation, also recognized their in- 
dividual responsibilities. . What sin had 
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been forgiven? Who had been responsible 
for much of it? liow had Jehovah shown 


bylon 9 buoyant 
t the oe ey to the 
= . Bie ac | 
urage. t 
to count their = Mh am and asked Mee heed 
to revive them. Why did they call for new 
strength? Read verses 4-7. What do you 
know Jehovah will do? Thisdesireto work 
harder is always a result of the appreciation 
of forgiveness. Girls who know their for- 
giveness desire at once to work harder. for 
him. 

The third portion of this song enumerates 
the future blessings. The girls counted 
peace, salvation. (The girls fold me who 
was the ‘*Glory of the Father,’’ who later 
‘came to dwell with them to be their salva- 
tion.) Verses 10 and 11 I explained as an 
illustration of a four- song,—the song of 
,peace on earth, each purt was needed 
to complete the harmony of Jehovah’s way 
and man’s will. Wealth was mentioned, 


‘| and we noted that the wealth of our great 
‘harvests was easily seen to come from 
Guidance in right paths was the last blessing 


named. 
As the day for our national thanksgiving 
is a prrgy = Psalm 126: 3 would be a 
motto for us. How many personal 
thanksgivings do you celebrate? I was glad 
when Agnes said ‘* Every day.’’ Let. our 
daily songs be like this pores song, and 
include (1) a recognition of our blessings 


| even in unfamiliar circumstances, so that we 


can say, ‘‘ The Lord has done this great thing. 
Lam glad”; (2) a call for strength to meet 
the greater: responsibilities accompanying 
the blessing-; (3) then wait and listen, and 


ee {here will speak to us of greater peace, 


Spiritual wealth, and guidance. 


| Home Work on Next Week's Lesson. 


Read again Psalm 85. 
things Nekotab has done for you. 
your responsibility ? 


Mention -:some 
What is 


Read Esther 1. How did Queen Vashti 
lose her,throne ? 
Read Esther 2: 1-11 and 16-23. What 


queen succeeded Vashti? Tell her nation- 
ality and her relation to Mordecai. 

Read Esther 3: 1-11. What law did 
Haman propose? ‘Tell its cause and pur- 
ose, 

Read Esther 4. How did Esther find out 
about the decree. 

Read Esther 4 : 9-17 to5: How did 
Egther show her bravery? Wat was her 
motive ? 

Read Esther 8. What was the result of 
Esther’s plan? If you are interested in 
what hecame of wicked Haman, read chap- 
ters 6 and 7. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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Your Class of Boys 
‘And One New Plan Every Week 
By Amos R. Wells 


OR this, our only lesson in the Pselms 
this year, the class should by all means 
bring their Bibles; and they should be 

provided with revised versions, with the 
psalms divided so that they can be read as 
they were sung, responsively. 

The teacher will provide the boys with 
pencils and paper, and have them take notes 
as he points out the leading facts regarding 
the book of Psalms. First he will have them 
notice that the book is divided into five 
smaller books, and he will speak of the 
characteristics of the different divisions. 
Then-he will call the boys’ attention to the 
different au hors named in the titles, David, 
Moses (Psa. 90), Asaph (Psa. 73-83), etc. 
Speak of the tities themselves, 2nd call at- 
tention 'o those that give the historical set- 
ting of the Psalms, such as those for Psalms 
3» 18, 30, 34, 51, 52, 54, 56, 57, 59, 60, 63, 
72, 142. 

Tell the boys also about the interesting 
acrostic or alphabetical psalms, such as 


( Continued on next page) 
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Burdette 











Writes a Letter | 


SOME months ago Dr. and Mrs. Burdette, of California, dropped into 

the office of The Sunday School Times, i in Philadelphia. As they 
and the Times people chatted together, Dr. Burdette let drop the 
remark that he had been thinking of writing out his memories of his 
war-time experiences of fifty years ago. The Times people’ S eyes grew 





bright. Later on a letter from the Editor reminded 








Burdette of 


the matter, and expressed the hope that the series might commence 
early this autumn. Now Dr. Burdette has sometimes had difficulty in 


getting out his ‘“‘copy” on time. 


Hence the peculiar and delightful 


significance of the following letter, received by the Editor with the first 
chapter of the reminiscences, which commence in this issue : 


My Dear Boy ; 


I guess I' ve got you paralyzed this time. Here is the first num- 
ber! And a tentative list of chapter titles which, like the railway 
schedules, are subject to change without public notice. But they 
will all be used, one way or another, with less or more or no changes 
or modifications. I promise you to do my best to keep the in- 

_) terest up to boiling. point, not to step on any one’s toes, and keep 
yl in copy.two—Count them—two (2) weeks ahedd.- As‘to the title * 
the entire series—well, you know what General Sherman said war _ 


speprt} 


in was? Or, rather, is? Well, ‘Through Hell to Heaven ''—that is 
_ Coming home; isthe most striking title I can think of. 


If your 


“\; blessed old Cromwellian father were in command, I cou!d see him © 


a his. eee with a forgiving smile on his face. 
else, not quite so harsh. - 


out somethin 


But I've —— 


So out ship is christened with a: bottle of ink, and you may 
_ knock away the stays and launch her when you please. 


%, Oh. wc 


ym che 


Yours as.ever, : 
ROBERT J. BuRverre. 


ha here: is the list of  teritative titles and chapters that Dr 


‘The General Subject :: Pick *em out while they last, to ‘suit the 

- Seditoriak council -of the Times. Any onewill suit me, and youshould , 
know better than any one else which one will best meet the taste of 
your—OU R—readers. © “There are times when I bow to editorial 
omniscience. That is, as a rule, when I am so puzzled I can’t make 


any choice myself. 


‘Pass in Review ; Forward—slow march. t'* 


.-Furty.. YEARS AgTER :°A Veteran's Memories of a Recruit’ s Experience. 
- THE GAME, OF War : Reminiscences of a Pawn, 
. Tue Game-or- War + Experiences of a Pawn. 
“WaR AND PEACE : Reviewing the Battle from the Dove-cote. 
* FIGHTS AND’ FROLICs : ‘Lights and Shadows of a Soldier's Life. 
MARCHING’ WITH. THE MEN : What a Boy Saw in the Civil War. 


‘4 CHAPTER’ TITLES—SuBjEcT TO ALTERATION, 


The Drum-Beat > *'Fali In !"’ 

The Skirmish, 

The First Murder. 
leryman, 

Billy King’s Funeral. 

A Military Execution, 

In the ‘Rifle+ pits.. Te Trenches of 
Vicksburg. 

Our Friends the Enemy. Amenities of 
the Picket-line. ~<-' © 

A Fighting General— “‘ Old Joe Mower."’ 

Letters from Home. The Blessing of 


Death of the Artil- 


the Mail-bag. 

The Red. River Campaign. Saving the 
Gunboats. 

Hospital Duty. Psychotherapy Before 
it was Born. 

Camp Recreations. Romping with 
Deatk. 

The Chaplain. The Enemy of Death. 


Comrades, The Friendships of the Army. 


Acorns in the Haversack. The Confed- 
erate Commissariat. 

The Dandy Soldier. Courage and Clothes. 

The Stately Southern Homes, Islands 
of Beauty in Seas of Carnage. 

The Giri I Left Behind Me. 

Sentry-Go. Meditations on Post and 
Picket. 

Father and the Boys. 
Oaks at Tupelo. 

The Dead Man Who Lived. A Picture 
at Sabine Cross Roads. 

The Soldier and the General. An Inter- 
view with General Grant. 

A Cavalry Charge with Custer. 

The Last Shot. The Fortifications. at Selma. 

The Lost Fort. Battery Robinette at 
Corinth, Mississippi. 

The Crystal Spring at Tuscumbia. Helen 
Keller’s Home. 

Infantryman and Trooper. 


Asleep under the 


The order of these will certainly be changed somewhat. And I 
think I have too many of them. But you can let me know in time 


to back off the stage gracefully. 


So no more at present. Hoping 


you are enjoying the same.—BuRDETTE. 


It is upon such a wealth of 


material that this veteran soldier, 


humorist, preacher, poet, and ambassador of Jesus Christ, will draw 
as he tells, in the mellow afternoon of his life, what the lights and 


shadows of war-time meant to a boy and a nation. 


The series will 


run at frequent intervals in The Sunday School Times during the 
coming autumn and winter, perhaps longer. 


sy 
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The Oxford Teachers’ Bible| 
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The Only Teachers’ 
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Gye Sunday School Times 


Philadelphia, October 14, r9rz 


Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as 
second-class matter ” 


Subscription Rates 


(Please note the change in rates to take 
effect with the first issue in November.) 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, for either old or 
new subscribers, in the United States and 
Canada, ‘I‘hese rates include postage ; 


Five or more copies, either to 
75 cts. separate addresses or in a pack- 
age to one address, 75 cents each, per year, 
The new club rate for the enlarged paper, 
$1.00 per year, 


One copy, or any number of 
8 1 .00 copies less than five, $1.00 each, 
per year, One copy, five years, $4.00. 


The new single-subscription rate, $1.50 per 
year. For fue years, $6.00. 
One free copy addi- 


Free Copies jcnaiwit beciowed 


for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
75 cent rate, or at the new club rate of $1.00, 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 
(There is no change in rates to foreign countries.) 
‘The Sunday School ‘Times will be sent to any of the 
countries embraced in the Universal Postal Union at 
the following rate, which includes postage : 
One copy, one year, 6 shillings. 
Five or more copies, in a package to onc address, 


§ shillings each. 
ritain, Mr. T. Downie, 21 





For Great B French 
Warwick Lane, London, B.C., will receive yearly or 
half-yearly subscriptions at the above rate, the paper to 
mailed direct from Philadeiphia to the subscribers, 
Mr. Downie can also suppiy the other publications of 
The Sunday School Times Company. 
The paper ts not sent to any subscriber beyond the 
Sime paid for, except by special request. 
nough copies of any one issue of the paper te 
enable all the teachers of a school toexamine it, witl 
be sent free upon application. 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL Timgs Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 












should send for — free 
catalogue of the famous 


International 
Bibles 


100 pages, illustrating our 600 
styles of Bibles in their different 
type, bindings and sizes. Alsospe- 
cial editions. 

Liberal discounts to Ministers, Su- 
Ser ietentente: rahe reap 1 Teach- 
ers, Readers, Colporteurs, Agents and 
Booksellers. You 


shou:d write for the 
catalogue TO-DAY. 
THE JOHN C. WINSTON CO. 











2008 Arch Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Outfite Free. Best Sellers. 
Gores of Driok "he Bible 
y our Ad. it this 


Hi 
ee osnetes tek A ,, ~ in paper ma 
70 sales first 23 hours. ” IS me money. 
The Jaternational Bible House, Dept. £5. Philadelphia, Pe, 


350,000 
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ALREADY SOLD TO THOUSANDS OF CHURCHES 
ROUND OR SHAPED NOTES 














256 Paces 100 New Sones Scripture Reaoinas 


1 prepaid. its per copy 
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HYMNS OF WORSHIP 
AND SERVICE 
for the SUNDAY - SCHOOL 


Published, October, 1908. 
Used and liked in hundreds of schools 
Introductory price, full cloth, 30 cents. Send 
Jor a sample copy 


The Century Co., Union Square, New York 














SPLENDID, NEW, EVANGELISTIC SONGS. 

(Soul touching.) Written by Beulah Snyder the 
Published 
nd 25 cents for six months’ subscription, 
and receive one new song each month p: id. Ad- 
dress Beulah Publishing Co., Har rg, Pa 


girl singing evangelist and her mother. 
monthly, Se 





Songs ‘of ‘De 
this 
week (121, 121, 126). Call attention also to 
other groups of psalms, such as‘thie Messianic 
psalms, so precious to the Christian. Men- 
tion the fact that the longest in the 
Bible is in this book (Psa. 119), as well as 
the shortest (Psa. 117). Speak of the musical 
directions at the nning of many of the 
psalms, such as the nning of our lesson, 
** For the Chief Musician,” and **A Psalm 
of the Sons of Korah.” n the musical 
term, ‘‘selah,’’ that follows verse 2 (see Pro- 


fessor Beecher), The boys are to notice 

of all this. ' 
This Week’s —Describe to the | 

boys the way in which Hebrew was 


constructed, in a system of parallel lines, the 
second echoing the first in some way, and 
take illustrations from our psalm. Then ex- 
plain how it was sung, two choirs answering 
each other with these responsive - lines. 
Then divide the classe into two ‘choirs,’’ 
having them sit opposite each other; if you 
are in a separate room, or have chairs, facing 
each other. Or again, they may occu 
different pews. Appoint a boy to be the 
leader of each choir. Now explain the divi- 
sions of Psalm 85. Its thought divides it 
into three sections, verses 1-3, 4-7, and 
8-13. ‘The first section looks to the past, 
and its word is ‘‘ Forgiveness.’’ The sec- 
ond section looks to the future, and its word 
is ‘*Prayer.’? The third section looks to 
the present, and its word is ‘* Answer.’’ 
Give to three boys in each choir three paper 
banners bearing these three words, 

First consider the first section. Explain 
the verses, and ask questions, applying them 
to the boys’ lives in a vivid way, something 
like this: ‘* How has God been ‘ favorable 
to our land?’’ ‘* Have you ever been in a 
captivity from which you needed to be 
brought back?’’ ‘* How does God ‘ cover’ 
sin?’’ ‘*What would you think of God if 
he were not angry at wrong-doing?’’ (Ex- 
plain the difference between God’s anger and 
ordinary anger; see Professor Beecher.) 
**How do Hom know that God is ready to for- 
give you when youdo wrong?” ‘‘ How can 
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After the 
considered, 


forgive you?!” 
been thoroaghly 


banners will be raised. ~ 

In the same way go through the second 
section. Here are some of the questions 
that you may use : pn 
to ‘turn’ you?’’ ** How long is God ‘ , 
with a man ?”’ ne Waite se ned 40 slce, 


* Revive us n’?” What is: :God’s 
salvation ?’’ **Who needs it?’’ ‘How 
can one get it?’’ Then have the choirs read 


this section ‘responsively, the. *‘ Prayer ’’ 
banners being raised, ; “oh 
The questions for the: third section may 
run somewhat as follows :' ‘* How can one 
listen to God? ”’ ‘* Did you ever hear God 
speak?’’. ** What kind -of peace does God 
ae i -**What is meant '‘by saying: that 
od’s salvation is ‘nigh’?’’ ©.**Can you 
name a virtue that is not included in verse 
to—mercy, truth, righteousness, ce?” 
‘* What is meant by saying that these have 


‘*met together,’ ‘kissed each: other’?’’ 


** Why is-truth said to come from.the earth, 
but righteousness from heaven?’ ‘: Why 
is righteousness said to ‘go’ before’ God ?”’ 
** How can a man walk in God’s footsteps? ’’ 
Then you will have this section read, The 
third ‘line in:-verse 8,'** But let: them not 
turn again to folly,”’ will be’ read. by. both 
choirs together. During the. reading the 
** Answer ’’ banners. will be raised. 
Finally, have the entire Psalm read re- 
sponsively by the choirs. ‘The banners will 
be raised at the proper sections, but all ban- 
ners: will be: raed: while verse 13 is-read, 
and this verse will be repeated by the two 
choirs in concért. 


Home Work on Next Week's Lesson 


Read the entire book of Esther; it can be 
read easily. in twenty minutes. Write out 
your opinion of Vashti, Ahasuerus (Xerxes), 
Esther,» Mordecai, :and:*-Haman. What les- 
son’ for boys do you-find in this story of a 
Hebrew girl? 


Boston. 





[ The Adult Bible Class—By President Frank K. Sanders, D.D. 





Psalms Relating to Jehovah’s Goodness to His Returning People 
(Psa. 85, 86, 122-124, 126, 130, 132). 


CONDUCTING THE CLASS SESSION. 


T IS clear to any reader that it is not easy 
to declare that certain psalms belong to a 
specific age. The best one cando in many 

cases is to make a general judgment, based 
upon the contents. of the psalm. - On this 
basis we can say that certain psalms reflect 
more or less clearly the situation of the exile, 
and were probably composed at a time not 
far removed from that which we are study- 
ing. 

The Eighty-fifth Psalm reads like one com- 
posed at the period which we are studying. 
It reflects the depression of spirits and con- 
tinued suffering of the people which were 
experienced. by those who returned from 
Babylonia to little Judah, and may well have 
belonged to that period of discouragement 
between the stopping of work upon the tem- 
ple and its resumption under the encouraging 
words of Haggai and Zechariah. 

The psalm is a fine one to read aloud, It 
exhibits the strength and beauty of Hebrew 
poetry. Let the class and teacher read it 
aloud, very slowly, in alternate lines, noting 
the richly varied parallelism, S>metimes, as 
in verses 2, 3, 4, and 5, the second line of 
the verse merely phrases the thought of the 
first in a slightly different way; again, as in 
verses I, 7, 9, the second line is explanatory 
of the first ; again, as in verses 6 and 13, the 
second line is the logical conclusion of the 
first. There is great variation possible in the 
use of this characteristic literary device. To 
realize its beauty requires a repeated reading 
aloud. 

The first paragraph covers the first three 
verses. By what great act of divine friend- 
ship had Jehovah shown his favor and for- 
giveness to Judah? ‘What else had this act 
implied with reference to his relations with 
his people? The figure in the second line 
of verse 2 is worth noting. What does 
**covering’’ sin mean? Again, in verse 3, 
study the force of the figure in the second 





line. In this. paragraph we have a retro- 
spective look at God’s great goodness and 
mercy as shown in the restoration of his 
people from exile. 

The next paragraph extends through the 
next four verses (4-7). For what does it 
appeal to God? Is it not for a completion 
of the work of grace, or, in a sense, for its 
renewal ? , 

The expression ‘‘ turn us,’’ in verse 4, may 
well be rendered “‘ establish us,’’ or, perhaps 
better, as Cheyne and McFadyen phrase it, 
‘‘restore us,’’ The idea would then be: 
‘*Carry out in fall the work of restoration, 
and establish us happily in our beloved 
land.”’ 

To what did the Psalmist seem to ascribe 
the calamities of which he was conscious? 
Did he have a wrong idea of God in thinking 
of him as cherishing anger for a long time? 
Can God be made indignant, and by what? 

In verse 6 for what is the Psalmist’s re- 
quest on behalf of his people? ‘‘ Quicken ’’ 
does not mean merely to stimulate or give 
additional life. It rather connotes a raising 
from death unto life. McFadyen phrases it 
thus: ‘* Wilt thou not bring thy people back 
again from the gates of death?’’ Those who 
uttered it were in grievous affliction. They 
needed a sense of Jehovah’s ‘ lovingkind- 
ness.’?’ The Hebrew word is ‘‘hesedh,’’ 
a beautiful word, full of meaning, very 
meagrely rendered by ‘‘ mercy,”’ or even by 
‘*lovingkindness.”” It carries with it the 
idea of the thoughtful, tender, sacrificial love 
of a parent, understanding one’s deepest 
needs and delighting to minister to them. 
This stanza voices an appeal to God for a 
renewal of his thoughtful goodness to his 
people. 

Then comes a characteristically hopeful 
vision of the glorious days to be if wisdom 
only fakes the place of folly. 

Think of the first promise, ‘‘ Speak peace 
to his loyal people’’ (v. 3). A peaceful 




















? 
“ *(y, the glorious pres- 
hese ate’ after all, was the 


appearance ‘to 


c 
4 
Y 
z 
3 
& 


are 86, a prayer for guidance and 
fi ; > an n_ of content- 
sdness. Cattle fate Poalbie 


- temple 
124-1 hymns of the restoration ; 
a na uecaaian al childlike trust in 


The Psalter a..National mn-Boak. 
What was - David's’ real, ps ie relation 


to the Psalter? What other contributors are 
freely mentioned ? 

Restoration a Natural Occasion for 
Psaims. What would be the main themes 
3 Tae Bight 4th Psals Has the Lesson 

ty- fst: alm. as the 
Committes oz a happy .title to'the Psalm? 
What is its theme? are the first two 
statements it makes? What makes such 
psalms of universal value? 


Books THAT May Be READ. 


For an understanding of the Psalter and 
its enjoyable and correct interpretation few 
books can equalin value McFadyen’s ‘‘ Mes- 
sages of the Psalmists.’’ For popular par- 

(poses, Barton’s ‘‘The Psalms and . their 


Story,”’ two volumes (Pilgrim Press, 1298), 
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~ The Pssims Chronologically 
Arranged ’’ (Macmillan, 1870), is an anony- 
‘mous volume of much merit, even to-day. 
As a commentary for the use of average 


ple, Kirkpatrick's s volumes in the 


Dairy Home Work on Next a, 
The lesson for November 5 is Esther g: 2 


fo 5 + 3- 
Monday.— Read Esther 1:1 to 2:2 
wie ecin G tethic te Jetoes on anomm 


gee a Read Esther of 
Haman to destroy the Blak tie’ Jews with the 


Welluceday. gal ry Esther 4. The noble 
and patriotic resolve of Esther to plead for 


her le. 
Thursday. —Read Esther 5: I to 6: 


The banquet given to the king and te 
and the pas S ennmane® The hangs 

Friday.— sther 7. e hanging 
.of Haman on the gallows which he had pro- 
vided for Mordecai. 

.— Read Esther 8:1 tog: 16. 

The granting of royal permission to the Jews 
to resist their enemies, and their consequent 
deliverance. 

-—Read Esther 9:17 to 10: 3. 
The feast of Purim established to commemo- 
rate the deliverance, 
THe Next Lesson OUTLINED FOR Stupy. 

1. The Four Characters. ) Be 
What is known about Ahasuerus? (2): 
the other male characters ring true? 

2. The Maiden Esther. (3) For what 
is she noteworthy? (4) What incident ex- 
hibited her courage and devotion ? 

3. Haman's Scheme. °(5) How was it 
checkinated? (6) How was the remedy an 
improvement upon the plot? 

4. The New National Feast. (7) What 
was its name? (8) What did it commemo- 
rate? 

5. The Value of the Book. 


(9) What are 
the-lessons of ‘this story? 





WAsHBURN CoLLecE, TOPEKA, KANSAS. 








‘What It s—The. 100 | 


Bible —what It Is Not 
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After a million copies have 
fee been issued 


the demand for this book is greater than : 
ever. It been translated into seven 
- different languages, and into two raised 
languages for the blind. It may be 
doubted if any sermon or commentary 
on the Twenty-third Psalm makes it so 
vital and comforting as these pages an, 


JUST PUBLISHED 
A New Envelope Edition 


printed in two colors, and containing 
as a frontispiece a copy of a painting by 
Harold Sichel, The Twenty-third Psalm 
is printed in two colors with decorative 
borders, The cover of heavy stock, 
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Price 50 cents net. Postage 5 cents. 


Other Books. by been “ PES Our Syridm Guest ” 
Peter in the Firelight. Just published. by Walls, Price '59.cents net ; 
96 pages, illustrated. Price 60 cents = 
inne ict, postage cents. The Signs in the Christmas Fire.. Price | 

Watch. Price in purple onyx > fn »velfuns, cents net, /postage 5 
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cents net, age be a 5 cents; Envelope’ of ‘Jebél-Nur. “ Price in 
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St. Abigail. Price in cloth, $1.00 net. cents; Envelope Edition, 25 cents 


Postage 10 cents. net. 
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HE 1911 Bible is an “edition that has 
‘been ptepared by American scholars 
in. commemoration of the of 

the third century from the publication of the 
King James English Bible (161%), It is 
issued by the rd University Press, One 
must constantly bear in mind just what this 
edition claims to be if he is to form a just 
judgment concerning it. It is not a revision 
nor a new translation, Its purpose is to 
put the King James Bible, which so many 
have come to love and treasure, into a better 
form for the continued use of those who pre- 
fer the Authorized to the Revised Version. 
This at once removes this Bible from the 
field of competition with either the so-called 
English Revised Version or the American 
Standard Revision of the Bible. 

The alterations are confined mainly to ac- 
knowledged errors of text or to mistransla- 
tions or to misleading archaisms. The 
beauty of diction of the g James Version 
is preserved, It is only by the closest scru- 
tiny that the average reader can tell that he 
is not reading the old version ; it has all the 
simple melody and force of language that for 
three centuries have been admired in the 
1611 Bible. 

In the Old Testament, the men who are 
responsible for thus correcting the text do 
not seem to have erred in the way of admit- 
ting too many changes. Take a few random 
examples, In Genesis 12: 6 they have re- 
tained two errors from the fee James Ver- 
sion, namely ‘‘ Sichem ’’ and ‘‘plain.”? That 
they knew of the errors appears from the 
marginal notes: ‘‘that is, Skeckem,’’ and 
‘“* Heb. seredinth, a tree.’’ .In verses 9 
instead of indicating by a capital letter 
**the South’’ is a geographical term, they 
retain the lower-case initial, though at the 
first occurrence they place an explanatory 
note in the margin. They retain the erro- 
neous ‘‘king Arad’? in Numbers 21 : 1. and 
33:40. They venture to yse the correct 
word ‘‘satraps”’ (for exampfe, Dan. 3 : 2) 
in some of the places where it occurs, though 

~ not in Daniel 3 : 3, and not in the text of 
Ezra and Esther, 


A number of slight changes have been 
made in the text of the New Testament. In 
matthew 1:18 one notes ‘‘after’’ rather 
than ‘‘when,’’ for an obvious reason. So 


in Matthew 1 : 20, ‘‘an angel’’ instead of } 


**the angel.’’?. In Acts.2: 47\‘*the church ”’ 
is rightly omitted. .In Acts 8: 37 the verse 
is dropped from the text and tirown into the 
margin. In Romans 1:17 we find ‘‘a 
righteousness of God’? rather than ‘* the 
righteousness of God,’? In Revelation 
t:5 we read, ‘‘unto him that loveth us, and 
hath washed us,’’ instead of.‘‘ unto him that 
loved us, and washed us,’’ as in the King 
James Version. 

There has evidently been considerable 
hesitation in the matter of cutting loose from 
familiar texts. It was to be expected, of 
course, that 1 John 5:7 would disappear, 
since it has no manuscript evidence of value. 
The 1911 Bible has taken the last part of 
verse 6 and named it verse 7, so that the 
anxious reader may not discover the loss of 
the old verse,—a harmless device, which 
is used at the same point in the American 
Revision. The closing verses of Mark 
(16 : 9-20) are properly retained with men- 
tion of their absence from the Vatican and 
Sinaitic manuscripts. But in the Gospel of 
37 there ic more caution than is necessary. 

n John 1 : 28, for instance, ‘‘ Bethany”? is 
so obviously correct as against s¢ Bethabara’? 
that it should have come into the text. John 
S$: 4, the story of the angel disturbing the 
water, should have gone into the margin. 
The same thing applies to John 7 : 53 to 8: 
11. There is no mention at John 9: 4 of 
the true reading, ‘‘ We must work the works 


at of him that sent me.’’ 


It is to be said, however, that actual 
unanimity in matters of text has not yet been 
attained. It can readily be argued that it is 
better to err on the side of caution. 

The 1911 Bible retains the verse divisions 
of the King James Bible. It does not print 
the Psalms or the long poetical quotations in 
yersified form. It indicates quoted clauses 
or sentences by beginning them with .a capi- 
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sabriel. 
tertainment. You should see what we are offering. Chas. A Sample. 


The best thing to doin the way tion for o2: you nothing. 1,000 to give away. 
Concert Exercises, Cantatas, Recitation and Dialog | €6 
Booklets, Plays, Special Action Songs—indeed about 
Get Fillmore’s 64-page Catalog. Drop a postal to- RODEHEAVER-ACKLEY CO... Publishers 
day. Adiirese Street, CHICA LINOIS 


ne Cg ee eg Bet Rol entertainment 2018-20 Arch Phile. 

to ask usic House for their Christmas HALL-WMACK co. {HE ted Se New York 

every possible thing imaginable for a Christmas en- 

FILLMORE MUSIC HOUSE When a answering I please 
School Times. 














Bible House, New York, or Elm St., Cincinnati, O. | mention The Sunday 
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Unio Gsuits 
*“*WIN-SUM."" Winter Summer 
ote at Sn arin cating oe 

‘or women whi ae eeeee in their demand for 
ee ety Oy 
ciety eae Wes velght garmeti combined in one, 
aa wikia Sao e Sary sas 


“ @EEM-LESS."" No side seams 





FR only fine-ribbed union suit less 
ur form, from sleéve to hip, thinner tex- 

ture att waist line, oye ent for dis- 
rel aL ace ish to well and look 


. casei mode: deg tting fonts, and sand Induces th the 
sag + An is fabele fe and and Baik: 3 no waist 
seams to rub, rip or ra 
Priced from sien te $3.00 


lf your dealer cannot supply, you, we would 
thank you for his name and address, and will be 

ge to attend to your orders direst. Send your 
eight, weight, and bust measurements. 


Unusual booklet— FREE 





For years the fa 
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—— ten 












Richelieu Knitting CO. Gace NY. 
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EMULSION 


‘is the near-nature treatment 
for Consumption. 
The power it creates, 
its purity and whole- 
someness are Nature's 
greatest aid in over- 
coming disease. 


ALL DRUGGISTS 


:| and Italian, and the best. 





( Continued from preceding pagey 
bat it has no. way of indicating 


to familiar Bible passages 
for bie ath fall Rledbatinbediave @ ccay 
of this Bible at hand just for the sake of 
references. - 
The ters and binders have done their 


= 


desired. For practical 19tt 
Bible has all be merits J sas: version. 
and fewer of its textual disadvantages, 


Bible aes wh See the achievement 
that cul; _in 1611, It should be wel- 
comed with enthusiasm by all who uy Ser 
fer the old Bible te the English and 

can Revised Versions, In its charactef’as a 
monumep! it should. be raat a me 


byall, (New York: : Oxford niversity Préss. 
$1.25 to $9.) wi 
Great Pictures as Moral Teachers (By 


Henry mat ackson).—The author has chosen 
from the famous pictures and sculptures of 
‘our day and earlier days twenty subjects that 
convey a distifict moral message in their in- 
terpsetation. He has. not rested with the 
mere presentation of these pictures by a word 
about their history, but with each one he has 
furnished avery rich and inspiring study of 
the artist’s pufpose and the tfuth that the 
poe represents as-applied to life.’ He 

as also grouped'a number of exceptionally 
apt quotations from the Scriptures and from 
‘| a very wide range of literature in prose and 
verse, The book will give to many for the 
first time an appreciation of seme of the most 
tioteworthy preductions of brush and — 
To the teacher or preacher the book is 
ticularly rich in illustrative material, set pth 
by one who has the soul of the poet and 
artist and the devotion of a minister, who as 
a man among mén has preached the aesthetic 
and virile as twin qualities intended to dwell 
together in the well-rounded Christian char- 
acter, (Winston. $1.50.) 


500 Ways-to Help Your Church (By 
Theresa 'H, Wolcett).—The creation of a 
true social atmosphere, through methods en- 
tirely unquestionable; yet bighly effective, is 
a problem that confronts workers in every 
department of the church. Not only the 
‘minister, Sut the minister’s wife, the super- 
intendent of the Sunday-school, the president 
of the Young People’s Society and of the 
Ladies’ Aid, will welcome Miss Wolcott’s 
book, the chapters of which originally ap- 
peared in ‘Fhe Ladies’ Home Journal, Its 
pages include not only an almost endless 
variety of good ideas for social occasions and 
good times both indoors. and out,-but also a 
great number of helpful hints and sugges- 
tions for all kinds of Christian work, includ- 
ing the festering of missionary interest, the 
keeping up of the activities of the church in 
summer, and the raising of money by legiti- 
mate methods. The book is interestingly 
and fully illustrated, (The Sunday School 
Times Co. $1 net, postpaid.) 


Who’s Who—1911.—The English 
**Who’s Who ?”’ is the predecessor and model 
of all the others—American,German, French, 
Its issue for 1911 
gives us 2,246 closely printed, double-col- 
umned pages of biography, and covers not 
only men of eminence in Great Britain, but 
others from every quarter: of the. world. 
Naturally Americans will be interested to 
see how many of their countrymen are of 
sufficient interest to the British public to 
watrant their being inserted. The book is 
a marvel of cheapness, trustworthy infor- 
mation, and general usefulness. (Macmil- 
lan.. $2.50.) 
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By Annie Louise Berray : 
OU 1 h 
are going, to 9 tn sheal.§ in the 


in the 
United States,’’ 

Rob, as he put Mildred on the Tittle” 
that was to carry her the mile and a half i. 
school. It was only four months before that 
Mildred had come to New Mexico, and it 
seemed very onan to be riding to 1 on 
a funny little | bi 3 eared burro, and to be able 
to see ts and prairie e-dogs on the 
way. She Med Uncle Rob if he meant a 
but he only shook his head and la 

‘* You'll have to find out for ur- 
self,”’ he finally replied. ‘* Ask Miss Wilso 


| if she knows why the schoolhouse is the sabe 


remarkable one fe the United States.” 
Miss Wilson, when Mildred reached the 


small frame building and told what Uncle Rob | 
had said, was as much mystified as red |. 


had been. 

‘The most remarkable in the United 
States,’ she repeated wonderingly ; ‘* is it 
because we have ten little toys ant girls from 
all of the country? 

hen Mildred came home she asked Uncle 
Rob if that were the reason, but her uncle 
laughed and shook his head. 
» Guess again;’? he chuckled. “ I'll tell 
you,—if any one'can find out before the end 
a ae the school a fine new 


of. the United States to hang on the || 


wall.’ 

** We must set our wits to work,’”’ Miss 
Wilson cried when she heard that; ‘* for we 
need a new ma % 


** Maybe,”’ suggested Mildred, ei’ s be- }. 


cause we can stand in the front door and 
look at mountains in Mexico. 

** No,’’? Miss Wilson replied, ** because 
there are other schoolhouses here where one 
can do the same thing.’’ 


Several weeks B caer away and they were | 


still wondering. hildren hunted through 
their geographies in hopes of finding some- 
thing unusual’ about ‘the 
schoolhouse ‘stood; and tacy studied their 
histories to find out if any great battle had 
been fought there. Miss Wilson said she 
never had scholars who gave as much time to 
geography and history as these did, 

One day while she was hearing a spelling 
lesson she suddenly exclaimed, ‘*Oh!”’ 
and then laughed at the astonished faces of 
her pupils. 

** You will have to make me stay after 
school for speaking out loud,’’ she smiled, 
** but it just came over me like a flash why 
we are so remarkable.’’ 

They crowded’ around her at recess time, 
begging her to tell them, but she only smiled 
mysteriously and shook her head; ‘* Keep 
on guessing a little: longer,’ she ‘said. 
** Next Friday afternoon, if no one has found 
out by that time, I will tell yon, just before 
school closes.’? 

It was an exciting week. The children 
searched the ground around the schoolhouse 
and asked all the old residents if they knew 
of any reason why the schoolhouse was re- 
markable.. Friday afternoon .camé at: last, 
however, and none of the children were any 
wiser about it. They could hardly wait ‘for 
Miss Wilson to tell’ them, 

“Did you .ver see the water run’ off 
after there had~been a-rain?”’ she. began. 
‘The children shouted “Yes.” 

‘* Where did it‘run, Mildred?’’ was her 
next question. 

** Down the hill away from the schoolhouse 
of course,”? answered Mildred. 

** Do you think the water that rans down 
the west side of the schoolhouse and the 
water that runs down the east side go to the 
same place? ’’ Miss Wilson continued— but 
before she had time to say any more one of 
the boys jumped to his feet and waved his 
hand frantically for permission to speak. 

** Well, Robert,”’ she laughed, ** tell us.”’ 

‘s The water on the west side would run 
into the Pacific Ocean if it went far enough, 
and the water on the ‘other‘side would-go 
into the Gulf of Mexico, Weare on top of 
the Continental Divide. I remember now 
that father told me so once.”’ 

*¢ That is just it,”? answered Miss Wilson 
as the children *began to: clap. ‘* Hurrah 
for our new ‘miap.”’ > 

PASADENA, CALIF. 
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LIBRARY BOOKS AND 
CARD SYSTEMS 
CREPE PAPER 

DESIGNS APPROPRIATE FOR 


CLASS BANNERS AND 
?’ SCHOOL, COLORS 


Dennioonehilfg Sa: 


The Tag.Makers .. 


_ 


BOSTON | ANEW YORK .. 
26. Franklin St. 15 John St.-15,W. 27th St. 


PHILADELPHIA 
1007 Chestnut Street 


CHICAGO ST. LOUIS 
62 £. Randolph St. 413 N. Fourth St. 




























’s publish the 
AMERICAN 
STANDARD 
BIBLE 


Edited by the 

American Revision Committee 
The. International Lesson 
Committee use this version 
in the Uniform and New 
Graded Sunday School Les- 
sons because it is more true 
to the original, and requires less 
explanation than any other. It is 
also used by. the Sunday School 
periodicals published by the great 
denominational publishing houses 

and The Sunday School ‘Times. 

« Standard Bible his now 
been before the public for ten vears, and 
it continues to grow in popular favor, 
as no other translation before it ever: did. 
‘Lhe.demand is so great that the. publishers 
haye made this version in all sizes of type 


and all styles of binding so as to mect 
every want. 


For sale by all leading Booksellers. Prices from 35 
ceats up. Sead for booklet and price fist to 
THOMAS NELSON & SONS 
Bible Publishers tor Over 50 Years 
381A FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 














To Parents ‘and S. S. Teachers 


‘Helping Boys’ 


A stimulating ‘book by Rev. Dr. F - Mallett, which 
shows How to Solve Boy ons Sundays 
and éefween Sundays. Price fifty cents. » 


American Church Publishing Co. 
New York, or the Author, Salisbury, N. C. 


A SUPPLEMENTAL COURSE. OF STUDY 


FOUNDATION. TRUTHS 


For all ages of Bible students, Paper covers. 12 pages. 





6 cents net, Er By the 100, $5.00 net, postpaid 
Americana S. 


. Unter, 1616 Chestnat/St.; Philadelphia 
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34 
Thurs.—Impure Corinth (Acts 18 : 1-1 
Fri_-The call of Rome {sae I leg 
Sat.—The message (1 Cor. 2 : 1-6). 











~ Trace Paul’s European journeys on the map. 
What mission work is now being done in 
Europe? ‘ " 


What experiences had Paul in his European 
missions? 


‘*T’HE American foreign mission boards 
which are specially concerned in con- 
ducting mission work in Europe are 

the Methodist, Baptist and ; 


tionalist, 
- while Christians of many Churches are inter- 


_ested in the work of the McAIl Mission in 
France. sat ea i. eee eee 


The Methodist Church has missions in 


. Germany, Switzerland, Norway, Sweden, 


Den Russia, Bulgaria, Italy and France, 
In these missions there are 558 churches and 
chapels, with 59,343 members and t0,690 
bationers. The largest of the missions is in 
Sweden, where there are 281 preachers, or- 
dained and unordained, and 16,122 members, 
The work in Sweden was begun in 1853, ‘by 

. P. Larsson, who was converted in New 
ork and returned toSweden. Mr. Erikson 
writes of this work : ‘ 


‘¢ There are many hindrances. in our way 
in Sweden.. Nearly everybody has head and 
heart full of the labor question and the sogial 
‘problem. Besides, there is a general lean- 


“tng im the see pags toward’ rationalism. 
¢. Many of the lea nisters in this.estgbli 

, mer! have lost their faith in the Bible as God’s 
»: inspired ‘word, and.deny such cardinal -doc- 
* trines as those of the Deity of Christ and the 
’ resurrection ; and the-old theology is. repre- 


sented as based upon fables. Surely tle free 


‘ churches, and especially _Methodism, are 
' needed, if our people are not to lose alk their 
' faith in the Christian religion.””--j,:.. ; 


> mgt Jit 

The Methodist mission in Germany-began 
in 1849. > 

In St. Petersburg the Methodist Society 
was legalized, the report says, in 1909, 
‘* giving us all the rights of a regular church 
in the government (province) of St.*Peters- 
burg. Our mission is still cosmopolitan in 


‘ character. We. are préaching the gospel.in 


Russian, Finnish, Swedish, Esthonian, Ger- 
man and English. We have a constituency of 
more than §00 friends, and among these nine 
different nationalities are represented.’’ 
gg 


The Baptist churches are working in the 
same countries in which the Methodists are 
at work, with the-exception of Bulgaria and 
Italy, instead of which they have work in 
Spain. The last report of the American 
Baptist Missionary Union gives 1,122 ergan- 
ized churches in Europe, with 2,256 preachers 
and 127,830 church-members, with 109,664 
Sunday-school members, and total contribu- 
tions of $637,247. The Baptist churches 
also are are strongest in Sweden, where they 
have 600 churches and 49,798 members, and 
here, too, the reports indicate the struggle is 
fiercest against Christianity’s foes. 

% 

In Russia, where the Baptist churches 
have long represented the strongest evangel- 
ical influence, the Baptists are divided into 
two principal unions—‘‘ ‘the Russian and 
the German. They are again sub-divided 
into associations or sub-unions according to 
nationality. It was one of the aims of the 
Baptist Congress recently held in St. Peters- 
burg to consolidate these into one union for 
the whole of the empire. That hope was 
frustrated owing to the refusal of the gov- 
ernment to permit such a consolidation. 
-.. So great is the movement~throughout 
the Russian Empire toward evangelical 
Christianity, especially the Baptists, that only 


can 
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ever I have prayed in faith, 
help me in some difficulty, he has always 
answered me.’ Lately her husband was out 


Some time after I called upon her, and she 


said, ‘God has answered my prayer; here }, 


are five francs for the poor, you will know 
how to use them better than I shall.’ A few 
weeks after, at the end of a meeting, she 
said to me in a somewhat mysterious. way, 
*Come and see me, I want to tell you some- 
thing.’ When I got to her house she said, 
‘It is really a miracle. _My husband who is 
working now at T— has just sent me forty 
francs of his savings, See how he must have 
changed to have done this.’.. Her husband 


used to gamble and: waste his.money, and we, 


had. prayed together for his conversion, 
‘God. has answered your prayers,’ I said. 


She gave me.another five, francs for the poor, |.) 


saying that it was God who had sent it.”’ 








A Fine Night-Cap 
The Best Thing in the World to go to Bed 
and Sleep on 


‘* My wife and I find that 4 teaspoon- 
fuls of Grape-Nuts and acup of hot milk, 
or some cream, with it, makes the finest 
night-cap in the world,” says an Alle- 
ghany, Pa., man. 

‘* We go to sleep as soon as we strike 
the bed, and slumber like babies till 
rising time in the morning. 

“It is about three years now since we 
Fbegan to use Grape-Nuts food; and we 
always have it for breakfast and before 
retiring, and sometimes for lunch. I was 
so sick from what the doctors called 
acute indigestion and brain fag before I 
began to use Grape-Nuts that I could 
neither eat, sleep nor work with any 
comfort. 

“TI was afflicted at the same time with 
the most intense a accompanied by 
a racking headache and backache, every 
time I tried to eat anything. Notwith- 
standing an unusual pressure from my 
professional duties, I was compelled for 
a time to give up my work altogether. 

‘Then I put myself on a diet of Grape- 
Nuts an¢@ cream alone, with an occa- 
sional cup of Postum as a runner-up, 
and sometimes a little dry toast. I as- 
sure you that in less than a week I felt 
like a new man; I had gained six po 
in a could sleep well and think 
well, 

‘The good work went on, and I was 
soon ready to return to business, and 
have been hard at it, and enjoying it 
ever since. 

**Command me at any time any one 
inquires as to the merits of Grape-Nuts. 
You will find me always ready to tes- 
tify.” Name given by Postum Co., 
Battle Creek, Mich. 

Read the little book, ‘‘The Road to 
Wellville,” in pkgs. ‘‘ There’s areason.” 

Ever read the above letter? A new 
one appears from time to time. They 





are genuine, true, and full of human 
interest. 


- time 


children at recess. 


dry—or with milk. 
Uneeda Biscuit are 
always crispand —, 
delightful. y 












Don’t deny yourself food till meal_ 


‘When that midmorning hunger a 
proaches, satisfy it with Un 
These biscuit are little nuggets 
Each crisp soda cracker ‘contains energy 

“for thirty minutes more work. 

‘ y business men eat them at ten 

in the mornitig. So do school — 


a Biscuit 
of nutrition, 


They’re more nutritive than 
bread. You can eat them. 








Church Organs 


. Latest A 
Grade Only. 





oved Methods, Highest 
Established 1827. 


Main Office ald Works FO°xnc.1 Green, Mass. 
-Hook-Hastings Co. 


BRANCHES : 
Boston, New York, Phila., Chicago, Louisville, Dallas 
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40R05 SUPPER IN THOUSANDS 


YOUR CHURTH SEND FOR 1LUs& 
TAATEO PRICE 14/37 


ee? 1703 Chestn: 
a ut 
Dept. B . 





OF CHURCHES. 1T Wilt 20 50F0R 


ON SERVICE CO. 
Street 




















Water White, :2c.—Will ship allowing inspection be- 
fore payment. Large sample, roc. Honey ‘eaflet free. 
Spencer Apiaries Co,, Box 56,-Nordhoff, Cal. 








HONE Vig iiittiaiver, oc White, sc: 


preeeet LOMUNION SERVICE was i |) 
eet | (LEASED 








What Do 
You Do With 
Temptation ? 


Or what does it do with you? Are 
you fighting a winning or a losing fight 
with it?: Are you living the’ liberated 
life, or the struggling, stumbling life? 


- You may find your release through a 


book entitled 
Temptation 
It is by Puitie E. Howarp, whose 
writings are-a familiar part of The Sun- 
day School Timés, the chapters of this 
book having first appeared as editorials 


in the Times, The book takes up the 
following : 


What is Temptation ? 

The Peril of Careless Thinking. 
The Folly of ‘* Just this Once.” 
Running Past the Signals. 
Meeting the Unexpected Test. 
The Middle-Life Test. 
Down—and Out? 

When Tempted to Doubt. 

Shall We Welcome Temptation ? 
The Way Out. 


Whatever else you read, read that last 
chapter. 


Price, 50 cents 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 
r0o3t Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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None Genuitie Without Them 


The Seema Proof is applied to many 

pa Ye ner egg ae 

$ outergarments in t 

medium and heavy weights for all seasons 
of the year. 

They contain no rubber, have 

odor; will not overheat 


























Don’t cut them and 

risk blood-poisonin; 
Corns blood=pc g 
and a them prow faster than 
ever, Use A-Corn Petre and 
remove them for good. 15 cents 
at druggists’ or os “it 
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_about the church’ and its legitimate work, 
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Absolute orde Py, absolute nesdhiahae 
always. are times w absolute. 
quiét in Band nday-school os hae the’ 
same as absolute quiet in a machine- 
nothing. “on; and yet there are 

else will doin a Senda acho! 
nest absolute veadingel the! During 
the Scripture, 


ete., Pa 


| Hae -makinj 
istory cay Nove America. 
© ps tion, plans, and execution. From 
ve to ‘ninety leading cities of the 
States and Canada are to be visited by 

tort, and May 1, 1912, Each eater 
ll consist of. Kebia sik ten 
phasizirig. various phases of Ch 
Bible, study, mniasltindy : 








the CHurcH. The entire cam| centers 
and all these organizations simply enter in as 
contributory agents to the church. 

The Sunday-school life of North America 
should be greatly blessed through this Move- 
mént; and itis hoped that all Sunday-school 
workers everywhere will lend their influence 
to the success of the Movement in their lo- 
calities. “The direct benefit to any local 
Sunday-school will be in proportion to the 
interest manifested and the efforts put forth 
by the members:-of that school; Some of the 
results that ought to accrue to our Sunday- 
schools are the following : 

1. Greatly, incréased activity in Sunday- 
school work generally, 

2, A quickened inteétest in Bible study by 
mén and boys, 

3. The organization of: large numbers of 
men’s and boys’ classes in the Sunday- 
school. 

4. The returning to the Sunday-school of 
many boys of the teen age who have drifted 
away from it, 

§. The finding and training of many men 
teachers for the Sunday-school. 

6, The placing of men teachers, so far as 
practical, over boys of the adolescent years. 

7. Arevival of personal evangelism among 
men and boys. 

This is a great opportunity for the Sunday- 
schools of North America, and we trust that 
they will avail themselves of it by rendering 
every possible assistance and ¢o-operation. 
Especially should all men and boys of the 
church and Sunday-school attendthe meetings 
that are held in their locality. Whether meet- 
ings are held within reach or not, all can 
pray for the success. of the Movement, and 
that the results for good may be very great, 
not only in our churches, as such, but also 
in the civic and political life of our country. 
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It creates a positive arid powerful is 
Lot polaible itt @tha types of vacuum cleaners. 
aia ae a... = j 
fuse ¢ cghows at a co ie 


re 


Sth Ae ayo 


aera has no — to es al 
_., Bellows to wear out, Its motor and.R. ‘ 
_. Fevolve always in the same di 4 
' noixelessly, reducing wear to the a 
‘The Rotary Pum operates so © siooteln, steadily 
rand » Rotary fie and jerking that it transmits 

; RO wpraties to the floor. This makes it ideal for - 
- se ent buildings. 

on A. Noiseless. Machine... The 
“FEpERAL? operates without noise, There ‘aie-, 


“foc gears to rattle, no nd and . 
ee You get ai Mee tee eee oni " 


‘The Silent Renee 











It is the Rotary Pump that midkes the “ FEDERAL”? excel other Vacuum Cleaners, - | 
ry Ponp moat gives it- Hie’ powerful suction—tbat takes up the dirt and 
















‘machine: of-its: type and rape” oak 


or bolo trial: © Tf not satisfuctory re- | 
is because. all metal parts (exenting 


‘turn it'at ha e — arid any payments 






motor and light steel jacket) aré made of - made jromptly rerunded. 
aluminum, ‘Even the cleaning tools are Price, ze. lene on unt for remit- 
made of this light metal. Therugclean- tance bx -tep days after receipt of 


-ing tool with its handle weighs. only 36 
ounces. You need neither. weight ‘nor 
effort. to clean. with!a ‘‘ FEDERAL ’’—the 
air does all the work. 


machine, - Or $25 down and 10 monthly © 
fr gee of $10 each; Write to-day for 
iculars of"this offer, complete 


descriptive booklet, etc. Address.: 


Vacuum Cleaner Department 


FEDERAL SIGN. SYSTEM (ELECTRIC) 
596 Home Insurance Building, Chicage, Illinois 
BRANCHES IN? 1S CITIES 
New York, Gulthnaad: Cincinnati, Buffalo, Columbus; Detroit, Harrisburg, Kansas City, 
Lexington, Tesevags. New. — Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, St. Louis, Okiahoma City 



























‘ “To continue arid increase the emphasis of the Christian q 
religion, as the one.and only hope of. the world, and to make 
abiding tthe. milsslouncy enterprises of the church at home 
and: abroad:' Rion: 


That: is) one ; big oyjective of the Men and Religion forward 
movenient. 


But. how shall it be. ‘reached ? 


"For. ‘one. ‘thing, the” ‘men of the churches must get the world- 
vision of brotherhood, must know missions as a man’s job. 





There is, no book. ‘of inspiration and definite methods that can 
meet ‘this need | with any such fulness and stirring enthusiasm as 
William T. Ellis’ ‘‘ Men and Missions.’’ It is the result of an 
American newspaper mati’s observations in the world-field: 


Will you send for it;on approval? Pay sinyplysthe return post- 
age, 12 cents, if you should return the book. Price; $1.00. 


The Sunday School Times Company, 1roga Walnut Street, Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 




















Holman Bibles 


contain ali, the latest_improve- 
meats in types, paper, and bind- 
ings. Two New Editions for 1911. 
ASK YOUR BOOKSELLER 




















